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Donation to Bluffton’s K-9 Team inspires Town’s charitable funds
The Town of Bluffton accepted its first donation for one of its three newly established charity funds,
created through a partnership with the Community Foundation of the Lowcountry.
Bluffton resident Samantha “Sam” Boyd gave $20,000 to the Bluffton Police Department
Benevolence Fund with $10,000 earmarked specifically to better equip Bluffton’s K-9 program and
the remaining $10,000 will be used for miscellaneous police programs.
“Bluffton is a special place, and it was my honor to be the first to donate to the Bluffton Police
Department’s Benevolence Fund,” Boyd said. “After I saw a Facebook post about a civic group
specifically donating to the K-9 program, I was inspired to support this program which supports
our community’s first responders and our community’s overall public safety.”
Town Manager Stephen Steese said Boyd’s donation, which required a 501(c)(3) organization, was
the motivation needed to establish the Bluffton Police Department’s Benevolence Fund as well as
other funds needed to support public parks, public art, and the Town’s Lutzie 43 Scholarship
Program.
“Sam’s donation opened the doors for Bluffton to establish the funds needed to support its
supplemental programs, such as its annual Christmas Toy Drive, scholarships for student
ambassadors of safe driving habits and other Town-related but not town-funded projects and
programs.
“On behalf of Town Council and staff, we are grateful for Ms. Boyd’s donation as well as all the
donations throughout the year which help us, help others in our community. The Town now has
formal channels for our community’s incredible generosity.”
About the Town’s Charitable Funds:
The Bluffton Police Department Benevolence Fund will support the department’s mission,
program, services, and outreach program, including its annual Toy Drive. The Bluffton Police
Department accepts toy donations each November and December and, through Bluffton Self Help,

delivers Christmas toys to children each year. This fund can be used to direct funds to other
specific police programs, projects, and services.
The Town of Bluffton Parks and Public Art Fund supports the development and enhancement of
public parks and art.
The Bluffton Lutzie 43 Scholarship Fund provides annual scholarships to students who are
ambassadors of safe driving habits. This scholarship fund is also supported by the Town’s annual
Lutzie 43 5K race.
For more information about any of these funds and how a resident or organization can donate,
please contact Debbie Szpanka, public information officer, at (Email):
dszpanka@townofbluffton.com
About the Community Foundation of the Lowcountry (CFL):
The Community Foundation of the Lowcountry manages more than 400 charitable funds, with
combined assets of $86 million. CFL also manages nearly $88 million in grant and scholarship
programs.
CFL is the largest philanthropic resource in the region, serving residents in Beaufort, Colleton,
Hampton, and Jasper Counties.
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