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Ban on Single-Use Plastic Bags Starts November 1, 2018 
 
Retailers, restaurants and other businesses across Beaufort County will have to shift to a more eco-
friendly way of doing business on November 1 when a law banning single-use plastic bags goes into 
effect.  
 
The Town of Hilton Head Island, the Town of Bluffton, the Town of Port Royal, the City of Beaufort 
and Beaufort County have all passed an Ordinance prohibiting businesses from providing single-use 
plastic bags to their customers. Instead, businesses are encouraged to provide reusable carryout 
bags or recyclable paper bags for customers.   
 
The Ordinance still allows some plastic bags. They include: 

 Laundry or dry cleaning bags. 
 Meat, produce and bakery bags. 
 Newspaper and door-hanger bags. 
 Pet waste, yard waste and garbage bags. 
 Bags provided by pharmacists or veterinarians to contain prescription drugs or other 

medical necessities, as required by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA). 
 Bags for items sold in bulk such as bulk food and bulk hardware items. 
 Bags or plastic wraps for flowers, potted plants or items where dampness may be an issue. 
 Bags of any type that a customer brings to the store for his or her own use to carry away 

goods that are not placed in a bag provided by the store.  
 Bags comprised of recyclable plastic, with a minimum thickness of 2.25 mils. 

 
The Ordinance also prohibits organizations that host events on Town or City property from 
distributing plastic bags at their events. Businesses or organizations may receive a notice of 
violation or a citation for failing to comply with the law.   
 
The eco-friendly law aims to improve and protect the environment, especially our waterways and 
marine life across the region.  For more information, businesses and organizations are encouraged 
to contact the municipality in which their organization resides.  
 



 
 
 
Town of Hilton Head Island:  
Sally Krebs 
Sustainable Practices Coordinator 
(Email): sallyk@hiltonheadislandsc.gov 
(Office): 843.341.4690 
  
Carolyn Grant 
Communications Director 
(Email): carolyng@hiltonheadislandsc.gov 
(Office): 843-341-4618 
 
Town of Bluffton:  
Debbie Szpanka 
Public Information Officer 
(Email): dszpanka@townofbluffton.com  
(Office): 843.706.4534 
 
City of Beaufort:  
Reece Bertholf 
Fire Chief/Communications 
(Email): rbertholf@cityofbeaufort.org 
(Office):  843.525.7055 
 
Ken Meola 
Codes Enforcement 
(Email): kmeola@cityofbeaufort.org 
(Office): 843.322.7965 
 
Town of Port Royal:  
Police Chief Alan Beach 
(Email):  abeach@portroyal.org 
(Office): 843.986.2225  
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