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August 7, 2020
3,989 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 – 200

29910 – 1,008

1,883 - DEATHS IN SC (53 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
97,544 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
696,261 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
4,904,474 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
160,437 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
• Beaufort City Police Chief Matt Clancy was laid to rest this morning. The service can be
viewed on the Beaufort City Facebook page.
• The Town of Bluffton’s Emergency Management Division has prepared two Hurricane
Presentations to prepare individuals and families on what to do before a storm. The
online presentations are available in English and Spanish.
• Beaufort County Emergency Management and Beaufort County prepared a 30-minute
special on Hurricane Preparedness in the Age of Coronavirus. It can viewed, here.
• The Summer Night Market is happening this Saturday night, August 8th from 5 p.m. –
9 p.m. in the Southern Barrel parking lot in Bluffton. The event will feature live music
and items for sale by local artisans and makers. Lowcountry Made is the sponsor of the
event.
• The Beaufort County School District announced all students will return to a virtual
classroom September 8th. Deputy Superintendent Duke Bradley prepared a video
statement explaining how the virtual learning will be executed.
• Wednesday, August 12th there will be a drive-thru COVID-19 testing clinic at Lady’s
Island Middle School from 7 a.m. – 11 a.m. It is free, and no appointment or doctor’s
referral is necessary. Click here, for a list of other dates and locations.
• The Town of Hilton Head Fire Rescue is offering a Safe at Home program in a virtual
format Wednesday, August 12th and Monday August 17th. It is intended for students
who will be at home this fall attending virtual school. The students will learn how to
practice safe habits, how to prevent unsafe situations and what to do when faced with
dangers, such as power failures and weather emergencies. Call or email the Fire & Life
Safety Educator at 843-682-5141 or cindas@hiltonheadislandsc.gov.
• The SC tax-free weekend is today through Sunday. The SC Department of Consumer
Affairs has prepared a list of useful tips to consider before shopping.
• COVID-19 is moving up the date in which 2020 Census employees will cease field data
collection. The new deadline is September 30th. The original deadline was October 31st.
Final numbers are due December 31st, but data processing must take place prior. To
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date, 93 million households, nearly 63% of households in the United States have
responded to the 2020 Census. In SC, 57.4% of households have responded.

July 31, 2020
3,492 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 – 184

29910 – 914

1,647 - DEATHS IN SC (43 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
88,523 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
631,594 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
4,496,737 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
152,878 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
• The Town of Bluffton’s Lutzie 43 Distracted Driving Virtual 5K is tomorrow, Saturday,
August 1st at 8:30 a.m. No registration is necessary, but a donation is welcomed. The
public is being asked to walk, run, or bike a 5K to bring awareness to the Dangers of
Distracted Driving. All proceeds will go towards awarding local students with a highereducation scholarship.
• Mobile COVID-19 clinics are scheduled each Wednesday through September 2nd at
different high schools throughout Beaufort County. The next one will be held
Wednesday, August 5th at Hilton Head High School from 7 a.m. until 11 a.m. Click here,
for the list of other dates and locations.
• The Hilton Head Island-Bluffton Chamber of Commerce members will be in Coligny Plaza
tomorrow, Saturday, August 1st at 10 a.m. handing out free reusable face masks.
STATE UPDATES:
• Governor McMaster held a media briefing Wednesday afternoon announcing several
new requirements and business openings that will go into effect Monday, August 3. The
summary of the Executive Order that lists the key points is available online.
• Hurricane season is here. This season will be different from past due to COVID-19. Take
a few minutes to look through the 2020 SC Hurricane Guide for information on how to
prepare if a storm were to threaten or strike our area. The Governor is speaking to the
media about Hurricane Isaias (ees-ah-EE-ahs) at 4 p.m. today. It can be viewed at
SCETV.
• The South Carolina sales tax free weekend is August 7-9. Those who choose to shop
online, due to COVID-19, will still be able to purchase eligible items tax free.

July 24, 2020
2,809 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
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Cases by Zip Code:

29909 – 160

29910 – 756

1,339 - DEATHS IN SC (31 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
78,298 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
579,722 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
4,073,243 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
144,780 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
• Beaufort Jasper Hampton Comprehensive Health Services is offering drive up COVID-19
testing in Okatie tomorrow, Saturday, July 25th from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. at the Ruth P.
Field Medical Center, 721 Okatie Highway 170. Testing is free but pre-registration is
required. Call 843-987-7555.
• Mobile COVID-19 clinics are scheduled each Wednesday through September 2 nd at
different high schools throughout Beaufort County. The next one will be held
Wednesday, July 29th at Battery Creek High School from 7 a.m. until 11 a.m. Click here,
for the list of other dates and locations.
• The Hilton Head – Bluffton Chamber of Commerce will be handing out free face
masks to the public tomorrow, Saturday, July 25th at noon at the Whole Foods on
Hilton Head Island.
• Beaufort City Council extended its mandatory mask ordinance for the city limits of
Beaufort through Sept. 15 during a special Council meeting Tuesday night.
• Hilton Head Town Council approved a one-year extension for all 2020 Accommodations
Tax grants, enabling the grant recipients the ability to use the 2020 funding through
December 31, 2021, if needed. This only applies to grant recipients who received
monies from the Hilton Head Accommodations Tax Fund.
• Hargray and the Hilton Head-Bluffton Chamber of Commerce are partnering for a free
online workshop on Thursday, July 30th from noon-1:15 p.m. to learn tips on how to
prepare and protect your business from a hurricane. Register here.
STATE UPDATES:
• The SC DHEC is asking everyone to take a quick online survey regarding the state’s
COVID-19 response and initiatives. It will only take a few minutes and the responses are
confidential.
• Vice President Mike Pence visited South Carolina on Tuesday. He participated in a
round-table discussion with educators and students from across the state on how
students should return to school this fall. Afterwards, VP Pence held a media briefing
with Governor McMaster where he stated schools should re-open with students
returning to the classrooms.
NATIONAL UPDATES:
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•

The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has expanded its hand sanitizer recall to 75
products. Click here for the entire list.

July 17, 2020
2,333 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 – 127

29910 – 630

1,078 - DEATHS IN SC (25 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
65,857 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
516,611 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
3,622,709 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
138,910 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•

•
•

All Beaufort County buildings are now closed to the public, until further notice. The second
closure since March is due to the increase in COVID-19 cases among county staff and the public.
Business can be conducted with a Beaufort County department by phone or email. Beaufort
County’s buildings had reopened to the public in June after originally closing in March.
The Beaufort County School District has announced its plans for the upcoming school year.
Classes will resume Tuesday, September 8th. On Wednesday, Governor McMaster held a media
briefing in which he asked all school districts across the state to delay opening classrooms until
after Labor Day.
A mobile COVID-19 drive-through clinic will be held tomorrow, Saturday, July 18th from 10 a.m. –
4 p.m. at St. Gregory the Great Catholic Church in Bluffton. The test is free to those who attend.
A COVID-19 mobile clinic will be available at Bluffton High School on Wednesday, July 22nd from
7 a.m. – 11 a.m. The testing is free, and no appointment or doctor referral is necessary. For

additional areas having mobile clinics, please visit the SC DHEC mobile clinic website.
•

•

Robert Smalls International Academy is hosting a virtual community input meeting Tuesday, July
21st from 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. A zoom link will be provided on the Beaufort County School District
Facebook page next week.

The Bluffton Mrs. Charity Boat Run, coordinated by the Marine Rescue Squadron
Bluffton, scheduled for July 18th is canceled due to the rise of COVID-19 cases.
STATE UPDATES:
• As of this afternoon, 3,017 inpatient hospital beds are available and 7,889 are in use,
which is a 72.34% statewide hospital bed utilization rate. Of the 7,889 inpatient beds
currently used, 1,593 are occupied by patients who have either tested positive or are
under investigation for COVID-19.
• Governor Henry McMaster released the following statement today in response to the
statewide unemployment numbers for the month of June, which show that more than
105,000 South Carolinians have joined or rejoined the workforce, and the state
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unemployment rate dropped from 12.4% in May to 8.7% in June. “This news shows that
South Carolina is leading the way in our economic recovery efforts, and that we can, and
will, overcome any challenge by working together, being smart, and showing compassion
for our neighbors. We must maintain this momentum by continuing to get South
Carolinians back to work in the safest way possible because we must ensure the future
economic health of our state and our people.”
• SC DHEC wants to remind the public the state agency does not provide individual
COVID-19 testing results. Results will need to come from the healthcare provider who
performed the test.
NATIONAL UPDATES:
• The US Small Business Administration’s Economic Injury Disaster Loans and Advance
Program reopened to all eligible Small Businesses and Non-Profits Impacted by COVID19 Pandemic.
• A sample of patients with COVID-19 showed the disease can cause a variety of
symptoms in addition to fever, cough, and shortness of breath, such as fatigue, diarrhea,
muscle aches, headache, and chills. Read the report in CDC’s MMWR to learn more
about commonly reported symptoms of people with COVID-19.

July 10, 2020
1,809 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 – 100

29910 – 496

922 - DEATHS IN SC (22 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
52,273 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
452,265 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
3,144,472 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
133,677 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:

•

•

Beaufort and Jasper County businesses and non-profit organizations received more than
$135 M in small-business loans through the federal government’s Paycheck Protection
Program due to COVID-19. Click here, for the entire list.
Jasper County Council voted against an emergency ordinance requiring the public to
wear face coverings when entering public buildings, businesses, and restaurants.
However, Council is strongly encouraging members of the public to wear masks when
shopping and entering public buildings. Face covering ordinances were passed, and
remain in effect in Beaufort County, Town of Bluffton, Town of Hilton Head Island, Town
of Port Royal and City of Beaufort.
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•

•
•
•
•

The Town of Hilton Head Island’s allowance of temporary signs and use of plastic bags
expired July 7th. In March, the Town of Hilton Head relaxed sign enforcement to allow
businesses to place non-permanent signs on their property. The Town also allowed
businesses to use single-use plastic bags due to the increase in take-out and curbside
orders.
Jasper County School District has postponed all sport workouts until further notice due
to the increase in COVID-19 positive cases.
Summer Night Market is having its first open-air shopping event with live music,
tomorrow, July 11th from 5 p.m. – 9 p.m. in the Southern Barrel Brewing Co. parking lot
in Buckwalter Place. Lowcountry Made is the sponsor of this event.
Many families and individuals continue needing assistance for food and paying rent as a
result of losing jobs during the COVID-19 crisis. If you would like to help, here is a list of
reputable organizations taking donations for families in need.
Next Friday, July 17 a free mobile COVID-19 clinic will be held at St. Stephen AME Church
in Hardeeville from 7 a.m. – 11 a.m. No appointment or doctor referral is necessary. For
additional dates and locations of other mobile testing clinics happening around the
state, click here.

STATE UPDATES:
•

•

Governor McMaster announced the “Last Call” Executive Order requiring all bars and
restaurants to cease selling alcohol past 11 p.m. This goes into effect tomorrow night,
July 11th, at 11 p.m. Establishments found selling alcohol past 11 p.m. face suspension of
their liquor license. This is in response to the rising numbers of positive COVID-19 cases
being found in the younger population. Teens and young people ages 21-30 currently
account for 11% and 22% of all confirmed cases in the state.
Today there are 1,725 new confirmed cases and 26 additional deaths from just
yesterday. There are currently 1,438 hospital beds occupied by patients who have either
tested positive or are under investigation for COVID-19, and 177 of those patients are
on ventilators.

July 2, 2020
1,321 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 – 68

29910 – 350

777 - DEATHS IN SC (20 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
39,587 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
389,665– NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
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2,715,124 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
128,439 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

Bluffton currently has the highest number of positive COVID-19 cases in Beaufort
County with 350. Since last Friday, positive cases in Beaufort County have increased by
313 cases. There were 3 additional deaths in the same time period. However, there have
been 83 additional deaths statewide in the last seven days. There are currently 1,125
COVID-19 patients hospitalized statewide, which is the highest since COVID-19 was first
being tracked in South Carolina.
• The Town of Bluffton, Town of Hilton Head Island, City of Beaufort, Town of Port Royal,
and Beaufort County passed emergency ordinances to require face coverings. Click on
each town/city name above to read each respective mask ordinance. Hardeeville City
Council unanimously rejected an emergency ordinance that would have required people
to wear face coverings.
• The Whitehall Park Open House on Lady’s Island scheduled for Wednesday, July 8th from
5 p.m. – 7 p.m. has been canceled due to COVID-19 health concerns.
• The Jasper County School District unveiled its plan for reopening schools in August. Click
here, to view Superintendent Anderson’s presentation.
• The famous Beaufort sandbar concert planned for July 18th has been canceled due to
the increase of COVID-19 cases in SC.
• The Hilton Head Island - Bluffton Chamber of Commerce Path Forward will be handing
out free masks this Saturday, July 4 starting at 4 p.m. at both the Hilton Head Island
north end and south end Harris Teeter.
• There aren’t any mobile testing clinics scheduled in Beaufort or Jasper counties over the
next several days, but new ones are planned every day so please keep an eye on the SC
DHEC mobile clinic website.
STATE UPDATES:
• Governor McMaster held a media briefing yesterday afternoon. He stressed how
important it is for people to wear masks when in public to help prevent the spread of
the virus. Yesterday, the state saw the largest amount of COVID-19 related deaths in
one day. Governor McMaster stressed with the 4th of July holiday weekend upon us to
maintain social distancing, to not congregate in large crowds, and wear a mask when in
public. SC DHEC reminded the public this is a health crisis, and everyone must be aware
of the additional positive cases and additional deaths that could occur if the public
doesn’t take precautions.
• SC DHEC is promoting a COVID-19 Grant opportunity for virtually connecting Nursing
Home Residents with Loved Ones.
NATIONAL UPDATES:
• Unemployment fell to 11.1% with 4.8 million jobs added during the month of June.
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June 26, 2020
1,008 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 – 54

29910 – 268

694 - DEATHS IN SC (17 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
30,263 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
331,410– NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
2,453,044 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
124,891 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•

•

•

•

Since last Friday, there have been 55 additional COVID-19 deaths and more than 7,600
new positive cases statewide. Here in Beaufort County, there are 248 additional positive
COVID-19 cases and 2 deaths. Bluffton (zip code 29910) has 268 positive cases, the
highest number of cases in Beaufort County.
The Town of Bluffton is holding a special Town Council meeting Tuesday, June 30 at
2 p.m. to consider an ordinance requiring individuals to wear face masks or face
coverings in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. Public comments can be submitted online.
The meeting can be accessed via the Town’s Facebook page.
The Town of Hilton Head is holding a special Town Council meeting at 8:30 am Monday,
June 29, to consider an ordinance requiring that face masks or face coverings be worn in
certain areas on the Island. The meeting can be accessed via the Town’s Facebook page.
Here is a simple explanation of the Do’s and Don’ts when wearing a mask.
Hilton Head Island Fire Rescue, along with Hilton Head Hospital, the Volunteers In
Medicine Clinic and SCDHEC, is hosting a COVID-19 drive-thru testing event on Monday,
June 29th, from 7 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Hilton Head Island High School. Additional mobile
testing clinics are also occurring across the state over the next several weeks.
Jasper County Superintendent, Dr. Rechel Anderson, and the District’s Re-Opening
Schools Task Force Leaders will meet Monday, June 29, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. for the
district’s preliminary plan to re-open schools. The meeting will be live-streamed on
JCSD's Facebook page.

STATE UPDATES:
•

Governor McMaster held a media briefing this afternoon and urged the public to wear
masks while in public, especially younger adults. Governor McMaster not only urged the

Bluffton Joint Information Center
COVID-19 Pandemic

•
•

•

•

public to wear masks, but also to maintain distance from others. He said a state
mandate to REQUIRE the public to wear masks is not enforceable but that local
governments could pass their own ordinances.
Governor McMaster has directed nursing homes to allow visitors for immediate family
members ONLY.
SC DHEC reports today had the second highest number of positive COVID-19 cases in
one day since the pandemic began. The highest number of COVID-19 patients are
currently hospitalized around the state since the pandemic began.
Governor Henry McMaster announced earlier this week that restaurants around the
state should take part in the Palmetto Priority program, which is a checklist of
precautions to try to keep patrons and employees safe from COVID-19. Restaurants
must apply for Palmetto Priority endorsement through the website and in return, the
state will send the establishment an official Palmetto Priority decal.
South Carolina Superintendent of Education Molly Spearman said Monday if coronavirus
cases continue to rise as they have been for the last few weeks, K-12 students will not
likely return to in-person education in the fall.

June 19, 2020
760 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 – 34

29910 – 190

639 - DEATHS IN SC (15 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
22,608 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
289,883– NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
2,209,930 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
118,894 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

Since last Friday, there have been 46 additional COVID-19 deaths and more than 5,400
new positive cases statewide. The largest increase in cases was seen between
Wednesday and today with state cases increasing by more than 2,000. Here in Beaufort
County, there are 220 additional positive cases of COVID-19 and one additional death
since last Friday. Bluffton has 190 positive COVID-19 cases, which is the most cases in
Beaufort County.
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•

•

•

•

•

The SC Department of Transportation began collecting a $1.25 toll (each way) on the
Crossing Island Parkway today. Tolls were lifted in March in line with decreasing traffic
volumes and public health measures that were taken in response to COVID-19.
Beaufort County Government is holding an electronics recycling event tomorrow, June
20th at 9 Benton Field Road in Bluffton from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. To ensure safe distance,
volunteers will remove the items from your vehicle.
Beaufort City Hall, Beaufort County Government, and Hilton Head Island Government
reopened offices to the public Monday, June 15, although online services are
recommended. Visitors must wear a mask. Hilton Head Island Government is asking the
public to make an appointment first, before visiting Town Hall.
Beginning Monday, June 22, riders can catch The Breeze trolleys on Hilton Head Island
for free for the entire summer. New safety precautions have been put in place to keep
riders and drivers healthy.
COVID-19 Community Testing Event will be held June 29th, 2020 from 7:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m. at the Hilton Head Fire Rescue Training Center located at 75 Dillon Road.
Testing will be conducted at no cost, and no appointment is necessary. For more about
other mobile clinics, click here.

STATE UPDATES:
•

The SC Senate’s Re-Open SC committee has provided a report, which lists its
recommendations on how the state operates moving forward with COVID-19.

NATOINAL UPDATES:
•

•

The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has released two additional guidance documents.
One for those leaving the house to engage in activities like going to restaurants, nail
salons, gyms, traveling or hosting a small gathering. The second, lists considerations for
event planners.
The United States Department of Transportation will distribute nearly 100 million cloth
facial coverings to aviation, transit, and passenger rail transportation sectors for
passengers to use.

June 12, 2020
540 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 – 29

29910 – 135

593 - DEATHS IN SC (14 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
17,170 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
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247,085– NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
2,036,429 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
114,195 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
• Governor Henry McMaster has issued Executive Order 2020-40, which declares a new
state of emergency, allows bowling alleys to open immediately, and lifts restrictions on
the occupancy of retail establishments.
• The Lowcountry VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) Coalition is now offering FREE
Drop Off Tax Preparation at the Bluffton Library and Deep Well, Hilton Head.
The VITA program offers free tax help to people who generally make $56,000 or less,
persons with disabilities and limited English-speaking taxpayers.
• Beaufort County Government resumes regular services and reopens its buildings to the
public this Monday, June 15. The County still strongly encourages residents to conduct
County business online, through email, or over the phone when possible.
• The Technical College of the Lowcountry’s virtual graduation will be held tonight at 6pm.
STATE UPDATES:
• As of June 4, FEMA (Federal Emergency Management Agency) has delivered the
following items to SC: 394,762 N-95 respirators, 301,448 gloves, 73,975 face shields and
455,505 surgical masks. In addition, FEMA has obligated $69.5 million in federal support
to SC and one Battelle N-95 decontamination unit is located in Eastover, SC.
NATIONAL UPDATES:
• The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has developed a "household
checklist" to help you make sure your home is prepared for possible illness caused by
COVID-19.

June 10, 2020
483 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 – 28

29910 – 118

575 - DEATHS IN SC (14 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
15,759 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
236,773– NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,992,136 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
112,513 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
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LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•

•

A mobile COVID-19 testing site will be held at the Agape Family Life Center in
Hardeeville, 5855 S. Okatie Hwy, this Friday and Saturday from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Testing
will be free and takes approximately 20 minutes per vehicle. A Hilton Head Regional
Healthcare registered nurse will collect the specimen and send it to SC DHEC. Results are
expected within 2-3 business days. Please call 843-784-6008 to make an appointment.
Hardeeville City Hall and lobbies at other facilities will reopen June 15th with limited
accessibility. The city recommends continuing to use online services, video
conferencing, email, and telephone communication.
Students attending public schools in Beaufort County will begin class on August 17th, but
it is unknown if students will be learning virtually or inside classrooms.

STATE UPDATES:
•

Governor McMaster held a media briefing at 4 p.m. today.
▪ Dr. Linda Bell with SC DHEC announced that positive cases and deaths continue
to rise. She stressed it is important for everyone to continue preventative
measures, like washing hands, social distancing, wearing masks, avoid group
gatherings, staying inside if symptoms arise.
▪ Greenville County has seen some of the highest increase of COVID-19 cases in
the last week and a half making it a new hot spot community.
▪ Governor McMaster will be asking the SC General Assembly to place $500M back
into the SC Unemployment Insurance Trust Fund that was drained since the start
of COVID-19. He will be asking the SC General Assembly for $215M to reimburse
local school districts affected by the virus, and another $225M to reimburse local
governments, first responders, and hospitals for COVID-19 expenses. If you
missed the media briefing, view it here.

June 8, 2020
444 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 – 27

29910 – 107

557 - DEATHS IN SC (14 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
14,800 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
229,861– NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,954,236 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
110,845 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
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•
•
•

Tomorrow the June 9 primaries will be held statewide. Here is a list of what safety
precautions will be in place due to COVID-19. Absentee voting ended today at 5 p.m.
Port Royal Town Hall will be closed tomorrow, June 9 for election day.
This week, COVID-19 testing will take place in Hardeeville on Friday and Saturday. In
addition, beginning today, no appointments will be required for COVID-19 testing in
Savannah and Brunswick. Here is a list of places where to get tested.

STATE UPDATES:
•

The South Carolina 2020 Hurricane Guide has been printed and is available online, but it
can also be found in Walgreens stores, SC Welcome Centers and at some SCDMV offices.
Beginning this Wednesday, June 10, the guide will also be added to the Bluffton Today
and Jasper County Sun Times. It is crucial for everyone to take COVID-19 into
consideration when making emergency plans.

June 5, 2020
417 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 – 25

29910 – 102

538 - DEATHS IN SC (14 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
13,453 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
217,846– NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,890,592 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
108,920 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•
•

Beaufort County is holding a secure shredding event tomorrow, Saturday, June 6 from
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. This event will be held in Bluffton at the Public Works South Site, 9
Benton Field Road. To limit personal contact and protection against coronavirus, please
STAY IN THE VEHICLE during the event. Staff will unload bags and boxes and will use
personal protection equipment (masks and gloves).
Beginning next week, the public will be able to participate in Beaufort City Council work
sessions and regular meetings via Zoom, allowing for more public comment.
The Greater Bluffton Chamber of Commerce is asking the public to fill out a survey on
whether or not the Golden Oyster Awards should happen this year due to
COVID-19.

STATE UPDATES:
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•

Governor McMaster, along with other state officials, spoke yesterday afternoon about the
2020 Hurricane Season. Planning for this season is different than past seasons because
COVID-19 must be taken into consideration. To view the briefing, click here.
• SC DHEC says the number of cases has increased due to more testing and less social
distancing. “We do think some of those increased case counts represent a true increase
and likely because we have seen a lot more congregating and not maintaining social
distancing, not masking,” according to Director of Public Health Joan Duwve.
• More than 13,000 SC residents have been diagnosed with COVID-19, but the SC DHEC
estimates that more than 90,000 residents have had the coronavirus.

June 3, 2020
401 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 – 25

29910 – 95

518 - DEATHS IN SC (14 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
12,651 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
210,274 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,841,629 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
106,696 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

The Beaufort County School District’s Gifted and Talented Sea Island School for the Arts
and Academics camp has been canceled.
Battery Creek High School, Beaufort High School and May River High School have held
drive-through graduations since Monday for its classes of 2020.
Beaufort County Public Libraries will reopen to the public on June 15. Until then, there is
the ability to reserve an item in the online catalog. The Public can also utilize curbside
service at the Beaufort, Bluffton, Hilton Head, Lobeco and St. Helena locations where
you reserve a book online, arrive at the library and an employee will place the book in
the trunk.
The City of Beaufort is hosting their virtual First Friday event, via Facebook Live this
Friday, June 5th from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m.
The City of Hardeeville announced this year’s Festival on Main is canceled.
The Hardeeville Municipal Court is now fully operational. Its first term of Traffic/Criminal
Court will take place Thursday, June 11 at 10 a.m.
The Jasper County School District will run its Summer Feeding Program from June 8
through July 27th.
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•

Tomorrow there will be a mobile testing clinic in Jasper County at Beaufort Jasper
Comprehensive Health Services, 1520 Grays Highway in Ridgeland from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Before arriving, you MUST make an appointment.

STATE UPDATES:
•
•
•
•

The SC Department of Social Services (DSS) has been provided 4,608 gallons of hand
sanitizer to be dispersed to daycares around the state.
SC EMD continues ongoing hurricane planning specific to the COVID operating
environment.
The current estimated cost for COVID-19 activation for SC EMD is $75,116,750.48.
The SC National Guard continues supporting the SC EMD logistic section for the
statewide requesting, procurement, inventory, and distribution of commodities.

June 1, 2020
389 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 – 24

29910 – 87

500 - DEATHS IN SC (14 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
12,148 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
192,540 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,798,298 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
104,658 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•
•

•

Today is the first day of Hurricane Season. Are you ready? SC DHEC and SC EMD
recommend residents include COVID-19 safety precautions when making or updating
hurricane preparedness plans. Here is the 2020 Hurricane Guide to be prepared.
The Town of Bluffton’s public parks have been reopened, as of today. This does not
include playgrounds and playground equipment. Town of Bluffton parks include: DuBois
Park, Oscar Frazier Park, Dog Park at Oscar Frazier Park, Martin Family Park, New River
Linear Trail, Wright Family Park (which is still under construction and will remain closed)
and all pocket parks including Pritchard Pocket Park and Tom Herbkersman Commons.
Beaufort County Government is beginning to reopen some of its buildings. The
Administration Building at 100 Ribaut Road now has tables set up in the hallways with
drop boxes. Members of the public who need in-person assistance are encouraged to
call ahead and make an appointment. The Myrtle Park building in Bluffton and Hilton
Head South building are open to the public by appointment only. The County still
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•
•

strongly encourages residents to conduct County business online, through email, or over
the phone when possible.
The Beaufort County School District will continue curbside meals for students. The new
Meal Routes schedule will begin June 3.
2020 Business license renewals for the City of Beaufort are due by June 20. Hospitality
and accommodations taxes for February, March and April are also due by June 20.

May 27, 2020
346 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 – 18

29910 – 79

466 - DEATHS IN SC (14 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
10,623 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
162,318 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,692,786 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
99,783 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•
•

•

The Beaufort County School District will have a virtual Senior Scholar recognition
ceremony on their Facebook page for graduating students tonight at 6 p.m.
Beaufort County residents will have the chance to be tested for COVID-19 at a mobile
clinic being held at the Sheldon Center in Beaufort on Friday, May 29th from 11 a.m. – 3
p.m. It is required that anyone being tested MUST make an appointment prior to
arriving. Additional mobile clinics will be in the Lowcountry tomorrow and Friday.
The Beaufort Jasper Water & Sewer Authority is urging businesses to flush their water
systems before reopening. Follow these simple steps.

STATE UPDATES:
•

•
•

Governor McMaster spoke to the media a short time ago to announce that SC DHEC
Director Rick Toomey handed in his resignation today. Dr. Toomey said he is lucky to
have almost 40 years in health care, but now plans to take a step back and retire to
spend more time with his family in Beaufort. June 10th will be his last day.
Dr. Toomey said there was a spike in the COVID-19 deaths and cases today due to not
having mobile clinics active for two days over the Memorial Day weekend.
There are 398 COVID-19 patients being treated at hospitals statewide. Of those, 42 are
on ventilators.
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•

•

•

SC EMD is stockpiling N95 masks to have when and if needed by agencies in the state.
Meanwhile, additional gloves are being shipped to the SC EMD warehouse to support
the COVID-19 response.
A FEDERAL JUDGE on Monday ruled that, because of the dangers posed by the
coronavirus pandemic, the state of South Carolina cannot require voters sending in
absentee ballots for the June 9 primary to have their ballot mail-in envelopes signed by
a witness.
Google and Apple Inc. have teamed up on contact tracing software that will aid in
efforts by public health workers to trace coronavirus cases and help prevent future
outbreaks.

NATIONAL UPDATES:
•

Disney World will begin a phased reopening on July 11th for Magic Kingdom and Animal
Kingdom. EPCOT and Hollywood Studios will reopen July 15 th. Disney World and
Disneyland have been closed since mid-March due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

May 22, 2020
314 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 – 15

29910 – 59

419 - DEATHS IN SC (12 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
9,638 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
140,385 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,591,242 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
95,533 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•
•

•

Beginning this Sunday, Kroger grocery stores will extend its hours of operation. The
Kroger stores in Beaufort County will be open from 6 a.m. to midnight.
Hilton Head Island beaches and some other attractions have reopened as of today.
Make sure to read this information from the Town of Hilton Head Island on what is
opened and what is still closed.
The Town of Hilton Head has relaxed enforcement of the temporary sign regulations. All
businesses are allowed to install temporary signs on their properties to announce
openings. A permit is not required but the following guidelines should be followed:
- each business is permitted to have one sign per street frontage
- each sign should be no larger than 18" x 24"
- each sign must be located on the same site as the business

Bluffton Joint Information Center
COVID-19 Pandemic
The Town of Hilton Head has also relaxed enforcement of its single-use plastic bags
ordinance due to the possible contamination reusable bags could pose.
STATE UPDATES:
•
•
•
•

Dozens of mobile testing events are taking place in SC. In addition, there are currently
145 permanent testing locations at health care facilities throughout the state.
There are 429 COVID-19 patients hospitalized in SC. Of those, 49 are on ventilators.
SLED and DNR will conduct boat and beach patrols across the state this weekend.
SC Department of Social Services (DSS) announced an Emergency Operating Grants
Program for licensed and registered child care providers with federal CARES Act money
that can be used to cover child-care provider operations including supplies, employee
compensation, utilities, etc.

May 21, 2020
306 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 – 14

29910 – 53

416 - DEATHS IN SC (12 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
9,379 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
129,063 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,575,064 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
94,591 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•

•

Tomorrow, Friday, May 22 Sprenger Health Care is hosting an EMT Appreciation
Breakfast from 8 a.m. – 10 a.m. Bluffton Mayor Lisa Sulka will be making a guest
appearance. All EMTs are invited to drive by and receive a free breakfast. Sprenger
Health is located at 60 Okatie Village Drive in Okatie.
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) announced today the
2020 Atlantic Hurricane Season has a 60% chance of being an above-normal season. In
addition to this, FEMA released its Pandemic Operational Guidance for the 2020
Hurricane Season. The guide outlines for emergency managers and public officials, the
key actions they can take to prepare for response and recovery operations during
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic response efforts.
The Hilton Head Island-Bluffton Chamber of Commerce has developed a Path Forward
Plan which outlines the recommended steps businesses can take to keep employees and
the public safe.
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•

Listen to today’s message from Hilton Head Island Mayor John McCann. In addition,
more Hilton Head Island beach access points and parking will reopen tomorrow.

STATE UPDATES:
•

•

As South Carolina increases testing, there will likely be more laboratory-confirmed
cases. The total number of tests performed yesterday statewide was 2,270 and the
percent positive was 5.5%. When the percent positive is low, it may indicate that more
widespread testing is being performed and the percent positive may more accurately
reflect how much disease is present in the community.
Today, the SC DHEC received a limited supply of Remdesivir, the drug recently
authorized by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration for treating patients with COVID19. SC physicians caring for COVID-19 patients can now request Remdesivir and receive
it within 24 hours.

May 20, 2020
304 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 – 14

29910 – 53

407 - DEATHS IN SC (12 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
9,175 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
126,007 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,541,110 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
92,712 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

The candidates in four Republican primary races will debate in virtual public forums over
the next two weeks. The public forums will be hosted by the Beaufort County
Republican Party and aired live on the party’s Facebook page.
o SC 1st Congressional District – May 28 from 6:30 p.m. – 8 p.m.
o Beaufort County Coroner – June 1 from 7 p.m. – 8 p.m.
o SC House of Representatives District 118 – June 3 from 6:30 p.m. – 7:15 p.m.
o SC House of Representatives District 123 – June 3 from 7:15 p.m. – 8 p.m.

STATE UPDATES:
•

Governor McMaster announced today that attraction facilities will be permitted to
reopen Friday, May 22nd. These types of attraction facilities include zoos, museums,
aquariums, planetariums, historic buildings and sites, waterparks, amusement park
rides, go-kart tracks, bingo facilities and miniature golf facilities. However, night clubs,
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•

•

bowling alleys, concert venues, theatres, auditoriums, performing arts centers,
racetracks and adult venues aren’t yet allowed to reopen. On May 30th, youth and adult
sports leagues will be allowed to begin practicing, with competitive play resuming on
June 15th. Additional information and guidelines regarding the reopening of these
facilities, can be found on the accelerateSC website.
There are 414 COVID-19 patients being treated in hospitals across the state. Of those
patients, 45 are on ventilators. There are 1,379 ICU beds in SC hospitals, and 949 are
currently in use.
The University of South Carolina announced it is implementing a voluntary 10% pay
reduction for President Bob Caslen, several senior-level cabinet administrators and the
university’s three high-paid coaches for the 2020-2021 fiscal year to offset the financial
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic.

NATIONAL UPDATES:
•

All Pier 1 Imports stores will be closing. The home furnishings store filed bankruptcy
three months ago, but due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the company was unable to find
a buyer to keep the business operating.

May 19, 2020
299 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code: 29909 – 14 29910 – 50 (cases per zip code weren’t updated as of 6pm)
399 - DEATHS IN SC (12 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
9,056 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
126,007 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,519,986 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
91,187 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•
•
•

Beaufort County Government will resume regular services and reopen most of its
buildings to the public by Monday, June 15.
The city of Savannah canceled the July 4th fireworks celebration along River Street to
minimize the impact of COVID-19.
2020 High School Graduates are invited to Coligny for a free meal at participating
restaurants. All graduates wanting to participate in the offer, must register.
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•

Here is a message from Beaufort County Board and Voter Registration & Elections
Director Marie Smalls on the different voting options and safety precautions planned for
the June 9 primary.

STATE UPDATES:
•

•

•

Beginning today, the SC DMV will resume offering skills tests for non-commercial (Class
D) driver’s licenses. The test will be offered Monday through Friday at 23 locations,
including Beaufort, around the state by appointment only.
As of today, more than 60,000 COVID-19 tests have been conducted during the month
of May. Currently, there are more than 50 mobile testing events scheduled through June
5 with new mobile clinics regularly added.
President Trump clarified that all States may use Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF) dollars,
provided under the CARES Act, to pay for FEMA’s cost share requirements under the
Stafford Act.

NATIONAL UPDATES:
•
•
•

This week, the Treasury and the IRS are starting to send nearly 4 million Economic
Impact Payments (EIPs) by prepaid debit card, instead of by paper check.
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced new guidelines for
state and local officials in how to safely reopen nursing homes.
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) has added 3,500 phone operators to answer stimulus
payment questions.

May 18, 2020
294 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 - 14

29910 - 50

391 - DEATHS IN SC (12 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
8,942 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
122,617 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,496,509 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
89,874 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

Beaufort Memorial Hospital (BMH) has reopened its out-patient facilities. However,
there are safety precautions in place. There are two (2) patients with COVID-19 being
treated at BMH. There are another eight (8) patients being investigated for having
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COVID-19. BMH has tested a total of 1,689 people. 1,499 were negative, and 150 were
positive.
• The Beaufort County Library system has begun curbside service Monday through
Friday’s noon – 4 p.m. Reservations for items can be made over the phone, and once
you arrive at the branch, the items will be placed in the trunk of your vehicle by an
employee.
• Beaufort-Jasper YMCA of the Lowcountry is accepting applications for camps being
offered this summer. Be mindful that programs and schedules will be modified due to
CDC & state guidelines.
• The popular South Carolina band, Deas-Guyz has recorded a benefit concert. Make a
donation to the COVID-19 Relief Fund at the Community Foundation of the
Lowcountry and you will receive a link to watch the concert as often as you would like
until it expires June 1. To purchase tickets, click here.
STATE UPDATES:
•
•
•
•

•
•

Governor McMaster signed H. 3411 into law. The bill, also called a continuing resolution,
provides for the continued and uninterrupted operation of state government into the
fiscal year beginning July 1, 2020.
There are 412 COVID-19 patients being treated in hospitals across the state. Of those
patients, 55 are on ventilators.
The South Carolina Law Enforcement Division (SLED) reported heavy traffic at state
park’s this past weekend with moderate to heaving boating traffic.
Although schools are closed, SCETV and the South Carolina Department of Education are
partnering to broadcast 10 hours of curriculum-based educational programming each
weekday through 6/5. For more, including weekly broadcast schedules, supporting
resources & more, visit www.scetv.org/athomelearning.
The University of South Carolina, Columbia campus, announced Fall Break for students
will be canceled this fall, and all in-person instruction will cease after Thanksgiving.
South Carolina parole hearings will resume virtually in June.

May 15, 2020
288 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 - 14

29910 - 49

380 - DEATHS IN SC (12 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
8,407 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
101,209 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,432,045 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
86,851 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
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LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•
•

•

The Town of Bluffton hung banners along May River Road to show their support for the
graduates of 2020 at Bluffton HS and May River HS. View the video, produced by a
Bluffton High School student interning at Hilton Head Monthly.
The Beaufort County Sheriff’s Office annual spring 2020 Golf Tournament has been
postponed until June 26, 2020.
The Hardeeville Library will be offering curbside services for pick-up Monday – Friday
from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m. beginning May 18th. Please call the library to place a hold and
schedule pick-up. Patrons can check out five books and five CDs/DVDs per card.
Complete the 2020 Census! Data from the census is used to allocate millions of dollars
in federal funding each year, including for emergency response services. Statistics from
the 2020 Census will provide baseline numbers not only for funding of federal disaster
relief, but also preparation, rescue coordination and even locations for new fire stations.

STATE UPDATES:
•

•

SC DHEC and health partners are continuing their free COVID-19 mobile testing sites
today and through the next several weeks. While the testing is free, individuals must
schedule an appointment.
New coronavirus case counts are decreasing in almost half of U.S. states. In 24 states,
including South Carolina, the number of new coronavirus cases reported each day is
generally going down.

• DNR will patrol waterways across the state this weekend.
May 14, 2020
284 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 - 14

29910 - 49

371 - DEATHS IN SC (12 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
8,189 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
94,346 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,405,961 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
85,194 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

Restaurants whose property is contiguous to City of Beaufort owned property, such as
Waterfront Park, can lease an outdoor parcel up to 400 square feet for $10 a month for
90 days beginning June 1. This will allow restaurants to expand outdoor dining. All-day
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•
•

free parking will be allowed in the Marina parking lot on Fridays and Saturdays
beginning June 1.
United Way of the Lowcountry is close to their goal of raising $250,000 for the COVID-19
Relief Fund. Every dollar will benefit those directly impacted by the pandemic in
Beaufort and Jasper counties.
Beginning this Saturday, May 16, Publix Grocery Stores will be open from 7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
daily. The pharmacy will also return to normal operating hours, which is Monday-Friday
9 a.m. – 7 p.m. Check with your specific Publix store for weekend pharmacy hours.

STATE UPDATES:
•

•

•

•

Governor McMaster signed a bill making it possible for any eligible SC voter to vote
absentee for the state June 9 primaries and its runoffs. Every eligible SC voter can
request an absentee ballot to stay safe while exercising the right to vote. Absentee
ballots can be requested through South Carolina Votes.
It has been a month since 27 confirmed tornadoes went through South Carolina in early
April. Those living in Aiken, Barnwell, Berkeley, Colleton, Hampton, Marlboro, Oconee,
Orangeburg or Pickens counties can apply for disaster assistance through FEMA for help
with storm damage and costs not covered by insurance. You can apply through Disaster
Assistance, the FEMA phone app, or call 800-621-3362 or 800-462-7585. For more
information, visit SC EMD.
The SC Department of Employment and Workforce has changed their call center hours
as a result of feedback from citizens. The new hours are 8 a.m. – 6 p.m. Monday-Friday.
On Saturdays, the call center is open 8 a.m. – 12 p.m. 1-866-831-1724.
500,000 South Carolinians have filed for unemployment since the beginning of March.
However, claims are down significantly since the peak in early April.

NATIONAL UPDATES:
•

•

The FDA posted a new webpage with information on use of thermal imaging systems.
Thermal imaging systems and non-contact infrared thermometers use different forms of
infrared technology to measure temperature. When used correctly, thermal imaging
systems generally have been shown to accurately measure someone's surface skin
temperature without being physically close to the person being evaluated.
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) have released a toolkit for nursing
home’s best practices to combat COVID-19. The toolkit comprises of best practices from
a variety of frontline health care providers; governors’ COVID-19 task forces,
associations, and other organizations; and experts and is intended to serve as a
catalogue of resources dedicated to addressing the specific challenges facing nursing
homes as they combat COVID-19.

May 13, 2020
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282 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 - 14

29910 - 49

362 - DEATHS IN SC (12 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
8,030 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
87,836 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,385,639 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
83,648 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•

•

•
•

Bluffton Town Council voted to extend the Town’s current state of emergency status
due to the COVID-19 pandemic for another 60 days. If Town Council chooses to rescind
the extension, they can do so through a special meeting.
All South Carolina Department of Motor Vehicle offices are now open Monday – Friday
from 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m., except for the branches in Allendale and McCormick counties.
Social distancing requirements will remain in effect, and customers must continue to
schedule appointments through the website.
The City of Beaufort Municipal Court will resume tomorrow, Thursday, May 14 th. Several
safety measures will be in place. All defendants are asked to contact city officials at 843525-7036 before their court date for information regarding reductions in fines or
diversionary programs.
If you missed this morning’s teleconference with the Hilton Head Island-Bluffton
Chamber of Commerce, click here.
In addition to more beach access points being reopened on Hilton Head Island this
Friday, May 15th, additional community parks and park amenities will also reopen. Go to
the Town of Hilton Head Island’s website for a list.

STATE UPDATES:
•

•
•

Governor McMaster signed an executive order extending South Carolina’s current state
of emergency. This state of emergency declaration will be in effect for 15 days unless
the order is modified or lifted by the Governor.
Governor McMaster has been awarded a $48,467,924 grant per the Governor’s
Emergency Education Relief Fund of the CARES Act.
In hospitals around the state, there are 62 COVID-19 patients on ventilators and 440
COVID-19 patients hospitalized. Of the 1,347 ICU beds in SC hospitals, 880 are being
utilized.
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•

•

Some U.S. Small Business Administration resource partner offices remain closed, but
you can still receive business counseling, mentoring, and training via phone and video
conferencing. Go to SBA to see what is available.
Individual Income Tax returns aren’t due until July 15th, but if you already filed taxes,
visit the SC Department of Revenue for the latest on when you will receive your refund.
You will need your social security number and refund amount.

May 12, 2020
282 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 - 14

29910 - 49

355 - DEATHS IN SC (12 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
7,927 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
85,213 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,359,319 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
81,847 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•
•

Hilton Head Town Council announced, during a special meeting earlier today, that some
additional Hilton Head beach access points will re-open to the public, this Friday, May
15th.
Beaufort County Council voted last night during a Council meeting to extend its current
state of public health emergency through June 11th.
The Bluffton Chamber of Commerce is having a “Zoom the Room” this Thursday from 8
a.m. – 9:30 a.m. It is a virtual coffee networking event. If you are a Chamber member,
and would like to register, click here. This is a joint effort of the Don Ryan Center for
Innovation and the Greater Bluffton Chamber to help local businesses form new
partnerships and get the help they need.

STATE UPDATES:
•

State lawmakers returned to the statehouse today to adopt emergency measures aimed
at funding the state’s fight against the coronavirus and keep government operating. The
proposed continuing resolution would send $155 million of surplus dollars to a COVID19 reserve account and $1.5 million to the Department of Administration to oversee
state and federal spending for coronavirus. The continuing resolution also includes up to
$15 million to ensure poll workers and voters are safe in the upcoming elections. And it
sends another $25 million to the Medical University of South Carolina to assist with
statewide testing.
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•

South Carolina was awarded $8.8M towards expanding its COVID-19 testing in health
centers through a U.S. Department of Health and Human Services grant. Twenty-three
heath centers around the state received funds. The funding will also go towards
purchasing personal protective equipment, training staff and the expansion of walk-up
or drive-up testing capabilities.

NATIONAL UPDATES:
•

•

President Trump announced the federal government will spend $3B to buy dairy, meat,
and produce from U.S. farmers, ranchers, and specialty growers; the goods will be
provided to support food lines and kitchens and the Farmers to Families Food Box
Program.
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention released information on when to wear
gloves. For the general public, CDC recommends wearing gloves when you are cleaning
or caring for someone who is sick. In most other situations, like running errands,
wearing gloves is not necessary. There is also funeral guidance for individuals and family
to help prevent the spread of COVID-19 during funerals, visitations, and memorials. The
CDC has also extended a “No Sail Order” for cruises until July 24 due to cruises’ unique
aspects that can cause coronavirus outbreaks.

May 11, 2020
280 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 - 14

29910 - 49

346 - DEATHS IN SC (12 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
7,792 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
76,804 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,340,643 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
79,935 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

Governor McMaster held a media briefing this afternoon. As of Monday, May 18th,
close- contact services/businesses and recreational facilities will be able to re-open.
These businesses include barber shops, hair salons, nail salons, massage parlors, tattoo
parlors, tanning salons, fitness centers, gyms, and public pools. In addition, as part of
the SC re-entry plan, the first phase of state employees will begin returning to the office.
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Two weeks after the first group returns, the second phase of state employees will return
to the office.
• SC Election Officials are preparing safety precautions for the June primaries. Long lines
are expected due to the guidelines being suggested. All requests for an absentee ballot
in Beaufort County should be sent to absentee@BeaufortCountySC.gov.
• Limited indoor, on-premises customer dining is authorized effective today, Monday,
May 11, 2020. Restaurants that choose to provide limited indoor, on-premises customer
dining services should consider and incorporate industry published by the South
Carolina Restaurant and Lodging Association, in addition to undertaking and
implementing all reasonable steps to comply with any applicable sanitation guidelines
promulgated by the CDC, DHEC, or any other state or federal public health officials.
STATE UPDATES:
•

•
•
•

SC DHEC is partnering with community organizations to host free COVID-19 mobile and
pop-up testing clinics across the state. SC DHEC has launched a mobile testing clinic
webpage to share information about upcoming testing events. SC DHEC hopes to have
2% of the state population tested by the end of May.
There are 83 assisted living facilities in SC listed on the SC DHEC website with confirmed
cases or deaths related to COVID-19 among residents, staff. Nursing home deaths make
up 1/3 of the state’s death toll.
The Small Business Administration has provided SC $129,315,700 in Economic Injury
Disaster Loans and $131,579,000 for Advances.
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration issued two documents designed to assist retail
food establishments that might have been closed or partially closed during the COVID19 pandemic in preparing to reopen. The checklist and infographic documents are
designed to help businesses that prepare food to serve or sell to the public directly.

May 8, 2020
273 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 - 14

29910 - 49

320 - DEATHS IN SC (12 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
7,367 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
70,923 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,273,887 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
76,475 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
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•

•

The Town of Port Royal Farmer’s Market will be open tomorrow, from 9 a.m. – 11 a.m.
at 600 Paris Ave. ONLY pre-orders can be made. No walk ups are allowed. To get an
order form, click here.
St. Gregory the Great will begin holding in-person masses on Monday, May 11th.

STATE UPDATES:
•

•

•
•
•
•

•

•

Governor McMaster held a 4 p.m. media briefing. He announced an aggressive step in
testing more residents started earlier in the week. As of today, ALL boating restrictions
previously made are now lifted. The social distancing requirements remain in place,
despite the boat restrictions being lifted.
Beginning Monday, May 11th, restaurants will be able to have customers dine inside up
to 50% capacity. Restaurants will have safety guidelines to follow from the placement of
tables to maintaining social distancing.
On Monday, May 11th, the Governor’s Office could make an announcement regarding
when barbershops, salons, and other close-contact businesses could re-open.
Universal testing will begin Monday, May 11th, at nursing homes across the state.
There are currently 1,310 ICU beds statewide. Of those, 889 are in use.
SC EMD has received medical gowns from FEMA that will be distributed statewide. In
addition, SC EMD has found vendors that can produce cloth masks and gowns in mass
quantity.
SLED will be assisting DNR this weekend with boat patrols statewide. On Saturday, 49
boats will be patrolling SC waterways. On Sunday, 48 boats will be patrolling statewide.
SLED will also provide assistance at state parks.
ACCELERATESC’s “Response” sub-group met yesterday to discuss guidelines for
reopening salons, fitness centers, and more. Some of the guidelines mentioned include
having an empty chair between everyone getting their hair cut in a salon or barber shop,
rearranging the waiting area of salons, and maintaining 6-feet between families at
churches.

May 7, 2020
269 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 - 14

29910 - 49

316 - DEATHS IN SC (12 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
7,142 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
70,546 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,245,622 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
75,423 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
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LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•

The voter registration deadline for the SC primaries occurring June 9 is this Sunday, May
10th. In-person absentee voting at the Bluffton Satellite office, 61B Ulmer Road, Bluffton
will begin Monday, May 11th. The statewide primaries will proceed as scheduled. For
more information, visit the Board of Voter Registration and Elections of Beaufort
County’s website or call 843-255-6900.
Jarvis Creek Park and Crossing Park on Hilton Head Island reopened today. While no
team sports will be allowed at Crossing Park, the restrooms will be reopened. All
playgrounds, recreational equipment and picnic shelters will remain closed. It is
important to still practice social distancing when visiting either Park.

STATE UPDATES:
•

•

•

•
•

The SC Department of Social Services will no longer accept applications for COVID-19
childcare assistance effective 5 p.m., May 8, 2020 due to limited CARES Act funding. If
an individual is an essential worker engaged in activities related to COVID-19 emergency
and response, they must submit their application by close of business Friday, May 8,
2020.
Governor McMaster’s accelerateSC Education Task Force announced a set of proposals
for how K-12 students can return to school in the fall amid the coronavirus pandemic.
Those suggestions include: preventing or limiting volunteers from coming into schools,
students eating lunch in the classroom, personal protective equipment (PPE) for
students and teachers, social distancing on school buses, teachers changing classes
instead of students, breaking up recess so fewer students are outside at a time, moving
to semester-style, 90-minute classes for high school students to reduce the time spent
in the hallways.
The South Carolina Department of Employment and Workforce will be receiving
$459,540 to provide disaster-relief employment, along with employment and training
services, to eligible individuals in communities significantly affected by the spread of
COVID-19.
Anyone flying in and out of Columbia, SC airports will be required to wear a face mask.
The State of South Carolina will receive a $14,823,500 in the form of a CDBG CARES Act
Grant from the US Department of Housing and Urban Developed. The funding is
targeted for public health, coronavirus, and housing and economic disruption needs due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. State and insular area governments should be allocated the
funds by May 11th.

NATIONAL UPDATES:

Bluffton Joint Information Center
COVID-19 Pandemic
•

The US Department of the Treasury released additional guidance about eligibility for the
Employee Retention Credit under the Paycheck Protection Program, which helps small
businesses keep workers employed amid the COVID-19 pandemic and economic
downturn. The Treasury Department clarified that an employer that applied for a PPP
loan, received payment, and repays the loan by the safe harbor deadline of May 14,
2020, will be treated as though the employer had not received a covered loan under the
PPP for purposes of the Employee Retention Credit. Treasury FAQ SBA Program Website

May 6, 2020
269 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 - 14

29910 - 49

305 - DEATHS IN SC (12 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
6,936 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
70,546 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,216,739 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
72,233 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•

•

•

The Beaufort County School District will be holding virtual high school graduations,
combined with pre-recorded videos of students crossing the stage at their respective
schools. For the specifics regarding the plan, click here.
SC Representative Jeff Bradley, who represents Hilton Head and Daufuskie Islands, will
conduct a Q&A session regarding small business relief on Friday, May 8 at 9 AM. It can
be viewed on the Island Packet Beaufort Gazette Facebook page.
Help 4 Hope will host another gift card distribution tomorrow, May 7 at the USCB
Bluffton campus from 12 PM – 1 PM. This program is a four-part economic stimulus
plan where people can invest in the program, community cards can be distributed, the
cards will be redeemed at restaurants, and the restaurants get reimbursed. Help 4 Hope
was recently highlighted on NBC Nightly News. To view, click here.
The Community Foundation of the Lowcountry has provided almost $300,000 in grants
to non-profit organizations in Beaufort, Jasper, Hampton, and Colleton counties since
the beginning of March in response to the COVID-19 pandemic.

STATE UPDATES:
•

Governor McMaster announced at 4 PM that SC DHEC has become much more efficient
in the testing process for COVID-19. As a result, SC DHEC has a plan to begin testing
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•
•

•

more residents through a four-step process. First, every nursing home resident, and
staff member will be tested by the end of the May. Second, expand testing availability to
rural communities where minorities reside. Third, provide mass testing in urban areas.
Finally, SC DHEC will add more testing sites throughout the state. SC DHEC hopes by
finalizing this four-step process, they will be able to identify hot spots and gain
knowledge where resources must be placed. In addition, this expansive testing plan will
allow health officials to identify positive cases with patients who are asymptomatic or
have mild symptoms.
There are currently 2,045 total ventilators in hospitals across the state. Of those, 362 are
in use. There are 1,345 ICU hospital beds. Of those, 813 are being used.
SC EMD is preparing for the 2020 Hurricane Season while also dealing with the COVID19 Pandemic. For all those living along or near the coastline, officials are asking
residents to complete a short survey.
The University of South Carolina announced Wednesday, in-person instruction is
planned to resume at the Columbia campus for the Fall 2020 semester beginning in midAugust.

May 5, 2020
269 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 - 14

29910 - 49

296 - DEATHS IN SC (12 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
6,841 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
61,925 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,194,494 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
70,110 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•

In-person absentee voting is now available at the Board of Voter Registration and
Elections of Beaufort County’s main office, 15 John Galt Road, Beaufort. In-person
absentee voting at the Bluffton Satellite office, 61B Ulmer Road, Bluffton will begin
Monday, May 11th. The June 9 statewide primaries and June 23 runoff will proceed as
scheduled. For more information, visit the Board of Voter Registration and Elections of
Beaufort County’s website or call 843-255-6900.
Beaufort Jasper Water Sewer Authority (BJWSA) is asking residents to assist in
conservation of water. In the coming months, there will be a higher demand on water
due to the tourist season. The high demands result in reduced water pressure and low
levels in water storage tanks which can affect fire hydrants and other fire suppression
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•
•

•

facilities. Customers with even numbered homes, are being asked to irrigate yards
Wednesdays, Fridays, and Sundays from midnight to 2 AM or 9 AM to noon. Customers
with odd numbered homes, are being asked to irrigate yards Tuesdays, Thursdays, and
Saturdays during the same times above. Mondays are reserved for no irrigation. These
guidelines were developed by the Clemson Extension Service.
The Beaufort Water Festival scheduled for July 17 – 26 in downtown Beaufort has been
canceled due to the Coronavirus. The next festival will be held July 2021.
For clarification on who can and can not use Hilton Head Island beaches, please refer to
the Town of Hilton Head Island Coronavirus Frequently Asked Questions section of their
website.
If you rent an apartment or other multifamily rental housing with five or more units, and
are facing financial challenges from the COVID-19 Pandemic, the Renters Resource
Finder located on the Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac website may be able to provide you
with types of assistance.

STATE UPDATES:
•

•

SC DHEC partnered with Care South Carolina and hosted a free COVID-19 mobile testing
clinic in Darlington County today. The mobile clinic offered drive-thru COVID-19 testing
with no prescreening required and free to all patients. This mobile clinic is part of the SC
DHEC’s efforts to increase testing in underserved rural communities across the state.
There is no word on where and when the next mobile testing will take place.
SC Department of Parks, Recreation and Tourism reports state parks saw a significant
number of people over the weekend, with 17 out of 47 parks reaching full capacity.

NATIONAL UPDATES:
•

•

•

The U.S. Small Business Administration is now allowing agricultural businesses impacted
by the COVID-19 Pandemic eligible for SBA’s Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) and
EIDL Advance programs. SBA’s EIDL portal will reopen today as a result of funding
authorized by Congress through the Paycheck Protection Program and Healthcare
Enhancement Act.
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services’ Office of Minority Health (OMH)
announced a competitive funding opportunity to invest up to $40 million for the
development and coordination of a strategic network of national, state, territorial, tribal
and local organizations to deliver important COVID-19-related information to racial and
ethnic minority, rural and socially vulnerable communities hardest hit by the pandemic .
FEMA announced approval of 30 states and the District of Columbia, to include South
Carolina, for its Crisis Counseling Assistance and Training program. The program helps
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fund crisis counseling services to residents struggling with stress and anxiety as a result
of the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic.

May 4, 2020
269 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 - 14

29910 - 49

283 - DEATHS IN SC (11 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
6,757 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
61,014 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,176,905 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
68,387 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•

Governor McMaster’s “Work or Home” executive order expired today. Restaurants may
now provide outdoor dining service in addition to take out, curbside and delivery
services. Residents should continue to exercise social distancing and follow CDC and SC
DHEC guidelines.
Residents who suffered damage in seven counties (Aiken, Colleton, Hampton, Marlboro,
Oconee, Orangeburg, Pickens) due to severe storms on April 13, 2020 are now eligible to
apply for FEMA disaster assistance. Visit Disaster Assistance for more information.

STATE UPDATES:
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Diocese of Charleston, which leads all of South Carolina’s Catholic churches, will
resume masses in churches across the state on Monday, May 11th.
SC Department of Employment and Workforce reports three straight weeks of decline in
unemployment claims following a high of 88,000 new claims three weeks ago.
According to the Small Business Administration, SC small businesses have received
nearly 23,000 loans totaling $3.8B.
SC DOT continues to work in three counties to clean debris from the April 13 th storms.
SLED has investigated 150 complaints of businesses and individuals not obeying the
COVID-19 State of Emergency. Of those complaints, 78 were cleared as unfounded.
SC DNR is reopening several shooting ranges throughout the state tomorrow, May 5th.
However, for those visiting, be aware of some changes put in place to ensure proper
social distancing.

NATIONAL UPDATES:
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•

The US Senate returned to Capitol Hill this morning to start working on the CARES 2
package.

May 1, 2020
269 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 - 14

29910 - 49

256 - DEATHS IN SC (11 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
6,258 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
53,121 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,091,038 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
64,203 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•

•
•

•

Bluffton Town Council adopted a resolution during their council meeting last night that
encourages and urges citizens to wear protective face masks and use other
recommended safety measures when shopping and visiting retail stores that are
currently allowed to operate under the Executive Order of the Governor during the
State of Emergency. Part of the same resolution states the Town of Bluffton will enforce
all Executive Orders of the Governor regarding the COVID-19 pandemic that promotes
the health, safety and welfare of its citizens.
The Town of Bluffton will send the resolution and the Best Practices Guide to every
Town of Bluffton business license holder next week. Additionally, residents and business
owners are encouraged to use any graphic and share any post from the Town of
Bluffton Government Facebook page and any other Town social media venue to help
encourage others to practice safety measures for the overall good of the community.
Bluffton Town Council adopted last week the Town of Bluffton Small Business Resiliency
Plan with the Don Ryan Center for Innovation as the lead agency.
Bluffton Municipal Court will resume May 12. Defendants who are required to report for
an in-person court date will come to the porch outside the Bluffton Municipal
Court/Council Chambers. This is located at 20 Bridge Street. Ten defendants, at a time,
will stand on sidewalk indicators to order to have safe social distance from each other.
Other defendants will wait in their cars until his or her group is called. Defendants will
be called up one at a time to negotiate his or her case to the court via Zoom. A
municipal judge, court clerk and police officer will be present on each call.
Beaufort County School District has distributed more than 250,000 meals to students
since March 16th when schools closed.
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STATE UPDATES:
•

•

•
•
•

Governor McMaster announced this afternoon that the statewide “Work-or-Home”
order will be lifted and returned to voluntary status on Monday, May 4 th. The governor
also announced that beginning on May 4th, restaurants throughout South Carolina may
provide outdoor customer dining service in addition to existing take out, curbside, and
delivery services. under social distancing guidelines. As of today, restrictions on people
from “hotspots” renting short-term rentals has lapsed and was not renewed. The
mandated self-quarantine for anyone coming from a “hotspots” has also being lifted.
SC DHEC conducted a cross-analysis of death certificates this past Wednesday,
confirming 29 additional deaths from COVID-19 that were not previously reported. The
29 additional deaths occurred March 25 through April 21 and are accounted for in the
above number of 256 deaths.
AccelerateSC’s “Resources” sub-group met yesterday. This group is tasked with
identifying processes and appropriate metrics for disbursing federal funds and ensuring
transparency of all disbursed funds. View the meeting, here.
SC Chief Justice Beatty extended a statewide stay on evictions until May 15 and ordered
that property managers adhere to a federal law that suspends some evictions until
August.
SLED is assisting with the patrol and enforcement of social distancing rules at the SC
State Parks today and this weekend.

NATIONAL UPDATES:
•

•

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has a new Frequently Asked
Questions section of their website clarifying requirements and considerations for
hospitals and other providers related to the Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor
Act.
A new report from the Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy states the
coronavirus pandemic is likely to last as long as two years and won’t be controlled until
about two-thirds of the world’s population is immune.

April 30, 2020
263 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
Cases by Zip Code:

29909 - 12

29910 - 47

244 - DEATHS IN SC (11 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
6,095 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
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50,417 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,056,402 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
61,867 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•
•

•

Tonight at 6 PM, Bluffton Town Council will consider a resolution to urge businesses and
citizens to exercise proper protective procedures while in public settings. To watch the
meeting, view it on the Town of Bluffton’s Facebook page.
Hilton Head Town council passed a resolution encouraging anyone shopping/visiting a
retail store to wear a mask.
One blood is hosting a blood drive at Hilton Head Island Town Hall tomorrow, Friday,
May 1 from 9 AM – 2 PM. All donors will receive a free T-shirt and wellness checkup.
Blood donations are in high demand due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
All SC State Parks, including Hunting Island in northern Beaufort County, will reopen
tomorrow, Friday, May 1 on a limited basis. Picnic shelters, community buildings,
interpretive centers and park offices will remain closed. Please refer to this list on the
social distancing rules that will be required by all visitors.

STATE UPDATES:
•

•
•

•

During the AccelerateSC’s “Response” sub-group meeting, members stated restaurants
across the state could reopen outdoor dining areas May 4. This sub-group is tasked with
identifying challenges related to workforce capacity, workforce re-entry, critical
industries, capital requirements, regulatory issues and supply chain/logistics. At this
same meeting, Senator Lindsay Graham and Senator Tim Scott spoke about the
$600/week unemployment supplement created by the CARES Act. Both Senators
presented their concerns about some unemployment benefits paying more than some
beneficiaries’ regular paycheck which could discourage employees returning to work.
The meeting can be watched, here.
The SC Department of Education has created a task force aimed at creating
recommendations on the reopening of schools in the fall.
SC unemployment insurance claims have decreased for the second week in a row. Two
weeks ago, 87,686 filed for unemployment. This week, 65,134 filed for unemployment;
a drop of 22,552 claims.
The SCDMV has temporarily lifted the consequences of late payments for registration
renewals that expire between March 2020 and June 2020. Late fees will not be charged
for past-due vehicle registration renewals, and driver’s licenses will not be suspended if
property taxes are not paid on time.

NATIONAL UPDATES:
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•

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has released several new
guidelines on disinfecting public places, schools, and homes as well as how to keep
children healthy while school is out.

April 29, 2020
262 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
203 - DEATHS IN SC (11 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
5,881 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
48,336 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,030,487 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
59,446 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•

Two of Hilton Head Island beaches will reopen but ONLY for Hilton Head Island residents
who have a beach pass. Coligny Beach Park and Islanders Beach Park will reopen Friday,
May 1. Playgrounds and picnic shelters will remain closed. Beachgoers will not be
allowed to rent beach equipment. Lifeguards will patrol the beaches. Town staff has
hired security who will monitor the beach and parking lots to ensure the public is
practicing social distancing.
Coastal Carolina Hospital in Hardeeville is one of fifteen health care facilities in SC to
receive a coronavirus rapid-testing device from a federal supply.

STATE UPDATES:
•

•
•
•

Early absentee voting will begin in all 46 South Carolina counties Monday, May 3 for the
June 9th Republican and Democratic primaries. For Beaufort County residents to request
an absentee ballot, contact Beaufort County Voter Registration at
Absentee@BeaufortCountySC.gov
Hospital bed utilization across the state has risen to 60.7%.
SC EMD delivered N-95 masks and gloves to all 46 SC counties today.
SC DHEC is now releasing the names of retirement communities impacted by COVID-19
on its website now.

April 28, 2020
259 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
192 - DEATHS IN SC (10 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
5,735 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
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47,380 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
1,004,908 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
57,812 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Bluffton Town Council approved the first reading of an ordinance to extend business
license tax renewals until August 7th. Bluffton Town Council will vote on the second and
final reading of this ordinance at its regularly scheduled May 12th meeting.
For people who need to appear in Bluffton Municipal Court can now appear before a
judge via video or audioconferencing. However, they must first sign a waiver which will
wave the right to appear in person. To download a waiver form, click here.
Bluffton Mayor Lisa Sulka is extending the deadline for the annual Bluffton Youth
Community Service Award Program to May 31 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. This
program is open to all high school sophomores, juniors attending public, private or
home school in Bluffton. Each student’s volunteer tracking form is due to the Mayor’s
Office no later than May 31.
VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) program is now offering free virtual tax
preparation. Through this IRS-approved, 100% secure virtual process, free tax
preparation can be available to the public while in the safety of the home. To make an
appointment, click here or call 843-321-9071.
TalkOne Radio is giving away 10-20-minute time slots for free to local businesses for onair promotions. TalkOne is an all-talk radio show that takes call-ins from listeners. The
show airs live from 11 AM – 2 PM Monday, Wednesday and Friday. To register, email
Alan Flowers who started TalkOne Radio at aak@talkoneradio.com
The United Way of the Lowcountry has a new goal to raise $250,000 by May 15 th for the
COVID-19 Relief Fund. If they reach their goal, it will allow the non-profit organization to
help more than 500 families in Beaufort and Jasper counties who are being directly
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. To donate, click here.
Representatives from the Hilton Head-Bluffton Chamber of Commerce and officials with
the Small Business Administration will discuss small business relief on a Community
COVID-19 phone conference tomorrow, Wednesday, April 29th at 9:15 AM. To register
for the call, click here or tune into the Chamber’s Facebook page to listen.

STATE UPDATES:
•
•

Hospital bed utilization across the state has risen to 59.8% capacity. There are currently
382 ventilators being used with 1,888 ventilators available.
SC DHEC received a large shipment of gloves from FEMA to be dispersed statewide.
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April 27, 2020
254 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
177 - DEATHS IN SC (10 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
5,613 – POSITIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
46,532 – NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
979,077 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
55,563 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•

•
•

Mayor Lisa Sulka, Town Manager Marc Orlando, and Bluffton Police Chief Chris
Chapmond held a virtual update, via Facebook, this morning to provide information on
the Town of Bluffton’s current COVID-19 status. To view the conversation, click here.
Bluffton Town Council will hold a special meeting tomorrow, April 28 at 11 AM via the
Town of Bluffton’s Facebook page. The public can submit comments electronically. All
comments must be submitted at least 2 hours before the meeting begins.
Beaufort Memorial Hospital will resume some elective surgeries this week. There will be
strict safety measures put in place for the people entering the hospital.
Tanger Outlets in Bluffton has reopened under modified hours of 11 AM – 7 PM, daily.

STATE UPDATES:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Governor McMaster issued Executive Order 2020-29 this afternoon, which declares a
state of emergency throughout the state and allows for the state’s response to COVID19 to continue.
Governor McMaster and Lt. Governor Evette participated in the AccelerateSC meeting
today. To view the meeting, click here.
There are 1,754 total ventilators available across the state. Of those, 353 are currently in
use. Statewide, 57.6% of hospital beds are being utilized.
SLED and DNR are working on a plan to assist patrol efforts at State Parks this coming
weekend. (May 1 – May 3)
A large quantity of Personal Protective Equipment will be delivered directly to nursing
homes across SC directly from FEMA.
The SC Department of Social Services is offering child care assistance for parents who
have been deemed essential staff and are required to report to work during the COVID-19
pandemic.
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•

•

The SC Department of Employment and Workforce is offering self-employed, gig
workers, contractors, 1099s and individuals not eligible for regular unemployment
insurance, or the first program of the CARES Act, can receive funds through PUA. For
additional information, click here.
The US Small Business Administration resumed accepting PPP (Paycheck Protection
Program) loan applications today. To apply, click here.

April 24, 2020
244 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
157 - DEATHS IN SC (10 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
5,070 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
39,546 - NEGATIVE TESTS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
886,213 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
50,890 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•
•
•
•

•

Beaufort County Libraries are offering temporary cards to download books online while
branches remain closed. Click here, to apply for a card.
Dominion Energy is offering free online experiments with water that can be done at
home with children. To see these experiments, and more, click here.
While the Beaufort County Veterans Affairs Department remains closed, claims can still
be opened and processed while staff is working remotely.
With most of the public working and learning from home these days, the Burton Fire
Department wants to remind families how important it is to have a fire safety plan.
Watch this safety video for ideas to implement in the home.
If you own a business or know someone who does, please fill out this survey from
Governor McMaster’s new task force accelerateSC. The task force met yesterday for the
first time. The meeting and the topics discussed can be viewed here.

STATE UPDATES:
•
•
•

SC DHEC has distributed PPE gear to include N95 masks, surgical masks, and cleaning
supplies to County Emergency Managements statewide.
The tornado that swept through Hampton County the morning of April 13 has been
upgraded from an EF3 to an EF4 storm.
Clemson University is freezing tuition and fees for all students in the 2020-2021 school
year.
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•
•

Statewide, more than 185 people have been cited and charged for violation of the
Governor’s “Home or Work” Order.
SC DHEC is stressing that all gatherings should be postponed until SC sees a 14-day
decline in new COVID-19 cases.

April 23, 2020
241 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
150 - DEATHS IN SC (9 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
4,917 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
856,209 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
47,272 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•
•

Bluffton Town Council met this morning to discuss Town Manager Marc Orlando’s Small
Business Resiliency Plan. For additional information about the plan, click here.
Severe weather is expected this evening and overnight. The National Weather Service is
predicting heavy rain, strong winds and possible hail. For those driving on roads tonight
or early in the morning, be aware of standing water and be aware of areas prone to
flooding.

STATE UPDATES:
•

•
•

Governor McMaster’s accelerate SC advisory team held its first meeting this afternoon.
The team is to consider and recommend economic revitalization plans for South
Carolina.
The SC Department of Employment and Workforce has a new online chat option for
those with unemployment questions. For access to the Chatbot, click here.
If you have not completed the 2020 Census yet, please do!

April 22, 2020
236 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
140 - DEATHS IN SC (9 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
4,761 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
839,836 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
46,079 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)

Bluffton Joint Information Center
COVID-19 Pandemic
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•

•

•

•
•

Beaufort County Public Schools will be closed for the remainder of the school year.
Students will be taught virtually until the last day of school, scheduled for June 2, 2020.
There will be flexibility given to individual County Superintendents to determine how to
celebrate graduations. It will be determined at a later date whether summer school will
be taught in-person or virtually.
Bluffton Town Council is having a virtual meeting on Facebook tomorrow, April 23 at 10
AM. Town Manager Marc Orlando will present to Town Council the Town of Bluffton’s
Small Business Economic Resiliency Plan to mitigate the impacts of the COVID-19
pandemic on local companies.
In the last two weeks, more than 9,000 meals have been distributed by way of the
Help4Hope cards. The card provides dinner for four people from participating
restaurants. The next opportunity for families to receive a card is tomorrow, April 23 at
noon at the USCB – HHI Campus. Click on the link above, if you would like to purchase a
card to be handed out to a family in need.
All Publix Grocery stores have created special hours of operation for first responders.
Thursday evenings from 8 PM – 9 PM and Friday mornings from 7 AM – 8 AM will be
designated for first responders which includes hospital staff. Publix currently has
dedicated shopping hours for customers 65 years and older on Tuesday and Wednesday
mornings from 7 AM – 8 AM.
McDonalds is offering all first responders and healthcare workers a free “Thank You”
meal between April 22 and May 5. Click here for a list of items that can be ordered.
Walgreens stores are providing a Frontline Heroes Discount Day on Saturday, April 25.
First responders and medical personnel will receive 20% off everything in the store and
30% off all regularly priced Walgreens brands. Participants will have to provide ID at the
time of checkout.

STATE UPDATES:
•
•
•

FEMA delivered 100,000 N95 masks to the SC EMD warehouse in Columbia.
The utilization of hospital beds statewide has increased by 1.2%, bringing the total
utilization of beds to 58.4%.
Severe weather is expected in the Lowcountry Thursday afternoon into the evening.
There is a threat of rain, wind, hail, and possible tornadoes. National Weather Service
meteorologists are expecting anywhere from 1 – 3 inches of rain.

April 21, 2020
233 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
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135 - DEATHS IN SC (9 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
4,608 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
814,587 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
43,796 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•

•

•
•

•

•
•

All Town of Bluffton’s public docks, which include Oyster Factory Dock, Calhoun Street
Dock and Palmetto Bluff Dock will remain closed until further notice. Governor
McMaster’s Executive Order 2020-28, that went into effect today, reopened public
docks, piers and beach accesses. However, the Governor gave local authorities the
power to restrict access to these areas if necessary. All Town of Bluffton affiliated parks,
restrooms and parking lots will also remain closed.
All Beaufort County-managed public piers, docks and beach access points reopened
today as a response to Governor McMaster Executive Order 2020-28. For a list of these
areas, click here.
This morning the SC Forestry Commission lifted the statewide burning ban for
residential burns. However, Town of Bluffton officials have chosen to keep the burn ban
in effect within Bluffton Town limits.
During an emergency meeting, the Hilton Head Town Council voted unanimously to
keep beach accesses on Hilton Head Island closed until April 30, 2020.
A community COVID-19 teleconference will take place for Hilton Head-Bluffton Chamber
of Commerce members tomorrow, Wednesday, April 22 at 9:15 AM featuring Governor
McMaster, as well as, many other state and local officials. To register, click here.
If anyone from the public is having issues receiving a refund for canceled reservations at
a hotel/short term rental due to the COVID-19 pandemic, complaints can be filed with
the SC Department of Consumer Affairs.
The Federal Trade Commission is offering tips on how to handle situations involving late
car payments as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic. For more information, click here.
For those who aren’t able to pay mortgage payments due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
click here for relief options.

STATE UPDATES:

• SC DHEC is reporting there are 348 ventilators being utilized statewide. This leaves 1,870
ventilators available for critical patients.

April 20, 2020
225 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
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120 - DEATHS IN SC (7 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
4,439 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
776,513 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
41,313 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•
•

•

•

•

The Community Foundation of the Lowcountry provided an additional $90,050 from its
COVID019 relief fund to six area nonprofits - Bluffton Soup Kitchen, Hampton United
Methodist Church, Lowcountry Strong Foundation, The Margaret F. Curtis Food Pantry,
New Destiny Center, Hilton Head Regional Habitat for Humanity.
The Lowcountry Food Bank is hosting a free drive-through food bank this Thursday, April
23 at 2 PM at Beaufort High School (84 Sea Island Parkway).
State Senator Tom Davis will be hosting a small business live webinar tomorrow,
Tuesday, April 21 at 2 PM. The webinar will cover two topics concerning the U.S. Small
Business Administration no longer accepting applications for the Paycheck Protection
Program and the Economic Injury Disaster Loans. To join the webinar, click here.
Enmarkets in Ridgeland and Hardeeville are collecting non-perishable food, can openers,
personal-care items and baby goods for the Hampton County Tornado victims. Any of
these items can be dropped off at the Enmarkets located at 8250 Main Street in
Ridgeland, 448 Independence Blvd in Hardeeville, or 131 Independence Blvd in
Hardeeville. All the items must be new and unopened.
There will be a Help4Hope card distribution tomorrow, Tuesday, April 21 from 2:30 PM
– 4 PM at the Campbell Chapel AME Church in Bluffton. The card will purchase a meal
for four people at participating restaurants.
The Hilton Head Town Council will hold an emergency virtual meeting Tuesday, April 21
at 2 PM. One item on the agenda is the consideration affirming beach access and Town
Parks closure until April 30, 2020.

STATE UPDATES:
•

Governor McMaster held a 4 PM media briefing today. He announced Executive Order
2020-28, which reopens public beaches, piers, wharfs and docks as of noon tomorrow,
Tuesday, April 21. However, the Governor gives local authorities the power to restrict
these areas if they deem necessary. In addition, clothing, jewelry, furniture, department
stores, sporting goods stores, book, craft, music stores, flea markets and florists can
reopen as of 5 PM tonight. While these stores can reopen, only 5 people per 1,000
square feet or 20% capacity of the building are allowed. Governor McMaster has
created accelerateSC; a coordinated economic revitalization plan involving small and
large business leaders, healthcare professionals, local government officials and
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•

education professionals. It will focus on Response, Protection, Governance, Resources
and Information to life after COVID-19. The committee is expected to have its first
meeting this week.
The SC Department of Transportation completed its cleanup of debris from last week’s
tornadoes in 36 counties. A total of 4,600 households remain without power. Governor
McMaster signed a federal Declaration of Emergency due to last week’s tornadoes. No
significant damage was reported from last night’s storm, only downed trees and power
outages.

April 17, 2020
214 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
116 - DEATHS IN SC (7 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
4,086 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
686,991 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
32,232 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:

• The Oyster Factor Park boat ramp and parking lot reopened today at noon as a result of
Governor McMaster’s Executive Order. However, all Town public parks, docks, piers and
restrooms remain closed.

• If anyone wishes to go boating this weekend, remember to exercise social distancing.
Boats are limited to two people except for family members in the same household.
Beaching or rafting of boats, whether on a sandbar, lakeshore, riverbank, or island is
prohibited. Vessels must always remain underway unless exigent circumstances exist or
anchoring to fish.

• SLED and SC DNR will be heavily monitoring state waterways this weekend.
• The Town of Bluffton and Bluffton Police Department Bluffton Safety Day & Hurricane
Expo scheduled for Saturday, May 18th is canceled.

• The book drops at all five Beaufort County Library System branches are now open. Due
dates continue to be extended on all items, and fines will not accrue while the libraries
are closed.

• SC EMD is predicting more rain, possible damaging winds and possible tornados for the
southern part of the state Sunday night into Monday morning.
NATIONAL UPDATES:
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• The U.S. Chamber of Commerce is launching the Save Small Business initiative that
includes $5,000 grants for small businesses that employ 3-20 people. For more
information, click here.

• The Federal Trade Commission has provided the public with a list of safety tips for those
working from home and using video conferencing.

April 16, 2020
206 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
109 - DEATHS IN SC (7 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
3,931 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
654,301 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
32,186 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•

The PGA Tour announced this morning the RBC Heritage presented by Boeing is
rescheduled for June 18-21. It will be held on the Harbour Town Golf Links, but no
spectators will be allowed.
Palmetto Breeze Transit has suspended all fares until June 30, 2020 as a result of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Palmetto Breeze Transit has installed protective plexi-glass driver
shields on all the commuter and circulating vehicles to slow the spread of COVID-19.
Additional measures Palmetto Breeze Transit has taken during the COVID-19 pandemic
include providing the bus operators with wipes, gloves, disinfectant, and hand sanitizer.
All passengers must sit with an appropriate distance between each other. Passengers
are advised to wear cloth masks. All buses are cleaned more frequently, and staff is
educated on best hygiene practices.

STATE UPDATES:
•

•

•

Governor McMaster signed an Executive Order today that reopens public boat ramps
for fishing and other recreational activities on state waterways. However, public piers,
docks, and wharfs providing public access to the water are to remain closed. This
Executive Order will go into effect tomorrow, Friday, April 17, 2020 at noon.
The General Assembly’s 2020 legislative session is scheduled to end mid-May. However,
instead of the General Assembly returning to vote on extending that date, the Governor
has informed them they do not need to return to pass important legislation until it is
safe. This year’s session was cut short due to COVID-19.
The SC primaries will take place, as scheduled, on June 9, 2020.
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•
•
•

•

•
•
•

Governor McMaster is organizing a committee to discuss the best ways for SC economic
revitalization as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.
SC will be receiving federal government reimbursements for expenses incurred by the
COVID-19 pandemic. The exact amount is unknown at this time.
The SC National Weather Center reports at least 16 tornados touched down across the
state Monday morning. Five of those tornados were rated EF3 or stronger. SC hasn’t
seen storms this strong since 1984.
SC EMD continues to conduct damage assessments. State officials estimate $10M in
damage across the state, but that number is expected to rise. There are approximately
1,400 residents without power.
SC DOT reports 99.5% roads have been reopened after debris was cleared.
N95 masks received from FEMA earlier in the week have been distributed to counties
across the state by SC EMD.
SC DNR aircraft and 70 boats will be monitoring state waterways this weekend.

April 15, 2020
205 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
107 - DEATHS IN SC (7 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
3,656 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
614,482 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
27,085 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•

The University of South Carolina Children’s Law Center sent a message today regarding
the increase risk of child abuse and neglect during the COVID-19 pandemic. The
message states, “You may be safe at home, but many children throughout South
Carolina are at an increased risk of abuse and neglect. All adults in South Carolina are
encouraged to report abuse and neglect. The COVID-19 pandemic presents a unique set
of challenges regarding reporting suspected child abuse and neglect. Social distancing
limits observation and interaction with one of our most vulnerable populations.” If
anyone suspects a child is being neglected or abused, call law enforcement.
Non-perishable food, batteries of all sizes and hygiene items are being collected for the
Hampton County tornado victims. These items can be dropped off at Simply Carolina
Home at 10688 S. Jacob Smart Road in Ridgeland, Mondays through Thursdays between
9 AM – 5PM. For additional information, please contact the staff at Simply Carolina
Home at (843) 645-7800.

Bluffton Joint Information Center
COVID-19 Pandemic
•

•
•

Palmetto Goodwill now has a virtual COVID-19 Assistance Program for people who were
laid-off and need help with job placement, job search, resume writing, training or
temporary financial assistance. If you are in one of these categories, click here.
SC DHEC is recruiting for several COVID-19 support positions. If interested, apply now.
Palmetto Electric Cooperative announced today the lobbies of all their buildings will
remain closed until May 1. However, the drive-thru at each office will remain open.
While the temporary suspension of disconnects for non-payment and late fees on ALL
accounts, including Advance Pay, has been extended and/or waived until May 1,
Palmetto Electric asks that all members continue to make payments.

STATE UPDATES:
•

•

Governor McMaster declared a State of Emergency today in response to the devastation
caused by Monday morning’s severe weather event. SC EMD is reporting eleven (11)
tornados touched down across South Carolina causing damage to 911 homes in 21
counties. Of these structures, 181 have major damage and 111 were destroyed. County
firefighters and state firefighter mobilization teams have deployed to Hampton, Oconee
and Orangeburg counties to assist with search and rescue missions. The American Red
Cross is sheltering 236 misplaced residents in hotels. As of this afternoon, 16,355
residents remain without power statewide. Anyone who sustained damage as a result of
Monday’s storms, is being asked to report it using the damage assessment tool in the SC
EMD mobile app.
SC EMD is looking for organizations, companies or individuals seeking to donate medical
supplies/PPE to support South Carolina healthcare workers. SC EMD is also continuing to
look for businesses that can make needed medical supplies. If you can assist, click here.

NATIONAL UPDATES:
•
•

This is a reminder that the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) deadline to file and pay
income taxes is now July 15, 2020.
If you believe you may be sick with COVID-19, SC DHEC recommends an app that can
assess your symptoms. Download the free app, here.

April 14, 2020
198 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
97 - DEATHS IN SC (7 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
3,553 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
598,670 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
25,239 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
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LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•

•

•

A partnership between the Beaufort County School District and The County Channel
provides an alternative for students in K-2 grades who are now learning from home. The
focus of the program, “Teaching through Television”, is on Grade 2 academic standards
in English/Language Arts, Math, Social Studies, and Science. However, many of the
lessons also have connections to kindergarten and Grade 1 standards.
This year marks the 50th Earth Day. Celebrate through a lunch-and-learn webinar series.
The Clemson Extension Water Resources Team will host the webinars every day from
April 20th through April 24th from 12 PM until 12:30 PM and will explain ways to keep
your water clean. This series is FREE, but registration is required. To see a list of topics,
click here.
Bluffton Self Help is accepting food donations to assist the thousands of families
affected by COVID-19. Donations can be delivered to Tanger Outlets 2 behind Shopper
Services Monday-Wednesdays from 1 PM - 3 PM. For a list of food needed, click here.
Members of the Greater Bluffton Chamber of Commerce can register for a Zoom
presentation regarding the impacts of the Coronavirus Pandemic on businesses. If
interested, please contact Jessica Kitzmiller at jessica@blufftonchamberofcommerce.org

STATE UPDATES:
•

•
•

The SC National Guard is assisting with food banks in the tornado-affected areas across
the state, as well as, assisting the National Weather Service and SC EMD with storm
assessments.
45,000 households remain without power in the areas affected by yesterday’s tornados.
The SC DHEC reports 52% of the hospital beds across the state are currently being
utilized.

April 13, 2020
194 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
87 - DEATHS IN SC (7 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
3,439 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
572,587 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
23,078 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
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LOCAL UPDATES:
•

There will be a Help4Hope card distribution Tuesday, April 14th at the Arts Center of
Coastal Carolina on Hilton Head Island. The cards are for those who lost their job due to
COVID-19. Each card will feed a family of four and can be redeemed at one of 35+ local
restaurants.

STATE UPDATES:
•
•

•

•

Governor McMaster signed Executive Oder 20-23 late last night that extends South
Carolina’s COVID-19 state of emergency for an additional 15 days.
23 South Carolina counties have reported damage from the storms that passed through
earlier this morning. SCDOT reported at least 2,500 downed trees. Survey work will
continue to be completed this week to asses the damage. It was surveyed so far, that an
EF2 Tornado touched down in the Upstate, while an EF3 Tornado touched down in the
Midlands and Lowcountry. Nine people died as a result of the storms across South
Carolina, five of which resided in Hampton County.
The South Carolina Department of Commerce has launched an online portal that
connects parties that can quickly source or produce medical supplies with the South
Carolina’s front-line medical community. SC COVID-19 Emergency Supply Collaborative.
The South Carolina Department of Employments and Workforce paid out $53M in FPUC
(Federal Pandemic Unemployment Compensation) benefits to 64,000 South Carolinians
yesterday. These payments will continue throughout the week as claimants’ regular
unemployment insurance benefits are approved.

NATIONAL UPDATES:
•

•

The U.S. Small Business Administration is hosting daily webinars to keep business
owners informed about COVID-19 resources. For guidance and loan resources, click
here.
The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) unveils three new tax credits for small businesses to
apply for designed to help the small-business owners. The tax credits include Paid Sick
Leave, Paid Child Care Leave, and Employee Retention.

April 12, 2020
194 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
82 - DEATHS IN SC (6 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
3,319 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
546,874 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
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21,686 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

Forecasters with the National Weather Service say the threat for severe weather tonight
into tomorrow morning has increased for much of South Carolina. Expect widespread
wind gusts exceeding 60 MPH and isolated tornadoes are possible. Here’s how you can
prepare now and what you should do immediately if a tornado warning is issued for
your area. Tornado Plan

STATE UPDATES:
•

Today the SC EMD received a donation of 100,000 N95 masks from Apple. The masks
will be distributed to South Carolina's health care professionals and first responders.

April 11, 2020
191 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
80 - DEATHS IN SC (5 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
3,207 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
514,415 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
19,882 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

•

•

Bluffton Town Mayor Lisa Sulka, Bluffton Town Councilwoman Bridgette Frazier, Bible
Missionary Baptist Church members, Bluffton Police officers and others prepared and
delivered 725 meals to Bluffton children earlier today.
Severe weather is expected to move through SC and GA late Sunday evening into
Monday morning. There is a favorable chance the weather could produce severe
thunderstorms and winds up to 25 mph with gusts up to 40 mph.
Eleven nonprofit organizations in Beaufort, Jasper, Hampton and Colleton counties
received $158,000 in grants from the Community Foundation’s Lowcountry Community
COVID-19 Response Fund.

STATE UPDATES:
•

The South Carolina Chief Justice has ordered that any and all unexecuted bench
warrants issued by Family Courts of SC, for the non-payment of child support and
alimony, shall not be executed and no person subject to such bench warrants shall be
arrested, for a period of thirty (30) days.
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•
•

SC EMD received an additional 15,000 face masks from FEMA. All the masks will be
distributed to counties statewide.
SLED & DNR are patrolling the waterways across the state today and tomorrow.

April 10, 2020
186 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
72 - DEATHS IN SC (5 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
3,065 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
486,994 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
18,022 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•
•

The Beaufort Middle School Gym has been chosen as a temporary field hospital if
Beaufort Memorial needs an alternate care site for COVID-19 patients.
Beaufort Memorial has provided a website that lists the top 11 items in your household
to ensure it is cleaned and disinfected to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

STATE UPDATES:
•

•

SC Department of Consumer Affairs has a resource center that answers some FAQs
about those who are trying to receive a refund for a reservation that was canceled due
to COVID-19.
SC EMD has received 10,000 face shields from FEMA. The masks will be distributed
among the 46 SC counties.

April 9, 2020
184 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
67 - DEATHS IN SC (5 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
2,792 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
452,582 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
16,129 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:

• Two companies owned by Bluffton residents collaborated and donated 100 bottles of
hand sanitizer and a fogger to the Bluffton Police Department this morning. Global
Infection Control produces the alcohol-free hand sanitizer that is currently being tested
in a laboratory on its efficacy against COVID-19. Dust Solutions Inc. developed a small
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fogger used to disinfect vehicles. This donation was coordinated by John O’Toole,
executive director of the Beaufort County Economic Development Corporation.

• The Beaufort County School District will be consolidating breakfast and lunch
distributions next week, during the District’s scheduled spring break. There will be no
meal pickups on Tuesday or Thursday. Instead, meals will be distributed Monday, April
13, for Monday and Tuesday. Wednesday, April 15, breakfast and lunches for
Wednesday and Thursday will be available. On Friday, April 17, one breakfast and one
lunch will be distributed. For more information click here.
STATE UPDATES:

• SC DNR will patrol the state’s waterways this weekend to ensure those enjoying the
lakes and rivers are practicing social distancing.

• SC Forestry Commission is reminding SC residents the importance of the statewide burn
ban due to dry and windy conditions for the next few days.

• Today, SC Senator Tom Davis emailed South Carolinians with more details about the
CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security) Act, including a list of how the
money in the legislation is being divided. The CARES Act, passed by Congress and signed
into law by President Trump on March 27, has six parts. $250B for individuals and
families, $260B in enhanced UI (unemployment insurance) benefits, $377B in
loans/grants to small businesses, $150B to assist state government with COVID-19
responses, $500B in loans for distressed companies, $150B to hospitals for supplies and
equipment.

• SC DHEC announced today that all Women Infant and Children (WIC) nutrition services
will be issued remotely until further notice. In addition, to help address WIC product
shortages, WIC participants may now choose from expanded options in a variety of food
categories. To see what is currently available click here. As of March 2020, WIC is
providing services to 76,803 South Carolinians. That is an increase of 2,103 participants
from the previous month.
NATIONAL UPDATES:
•

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has a Q&A section on their website that
addresses the most common questions concerning face masks from how to wear the
masks properly to how to make masks at home.

April 8, 2020
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174 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
63 - DEATHS IN SC (4 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
2,552 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
419,975 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
14,262 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:

• The Town of Bluffton's May River Cleanup event scheduled for Saturday, May 2,
2020 is canceled. Town officials are promoting a Virtual Neighborhood Cleanup
in lieu of the event. Please tag any photos of neighborhood litter pickup with
#LoveBlufftonSC and post to the Town’s social media venues. Please practice
social distancing while picking up litter.
•

Town of Hilton Head Island passed an emergency ordinance, effective today,
that impacts short term rentals. Owners of short-term rentals must cease and
desist any rental that begins today or thereafter, and no person can check in or
stay at any rental until further notice. Those who are already occupying a rental
unit are exempted from this emergency ordinance.

•

The Hilton Head Island - Bluffton Chamber of Commerce held a conference call
this morning with U.S. Senator Tim Scott, SC Lt. Governor Evette, as well as other
state and local officials to discuss SBA loans. Lt. Governor Evette stressed the
importance of all SC residents to take the US Census online. Only 34% of the
state has completed the census so far. The funds SC is receiving from the Federal
Government is based on the 2010 census numbers. Those figures are estimated
to be 20% lower than the current SC population. Senator Scott said there will be
a significant loss of income for Beaufort County this year due to the cancellation
of the RBC Heritage Golf Tournament. Regarding the CARES Act, Senator Scott
said for those who qualify for a $1,200 check, and have direct deposit, they could
start receiving the checks by next week. Mailed checks may not be seen until
August, but senior citizens will receive the mailed checks faster than others.

• The Community Foundation of the Lowcountry has received $100,000 in
donations to the Lowcountry Community COVID-19 Response Fund. CFL has also
matched that $100,000 bringing a total of $200,000 which will be given to local
nonprofit organizations that address immediate community needs resulting from
the COVID-19 pandemic.
STATE UPDATES:
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•

Governor McMaster issued Executive Order 2020-22 today which allows
furloughed employees to receive “COVID-19 Support Payments” from their
employers and still qualify for unemployment benefits.

•

SC DHEC website will now have the capabilities to provide the public access to a map of
North Carolina and Georgia COVID-19 positive cases.

•

SC EMD is expecting a large delivery from FEMA of face shields this week that will be
distributed statewide.

•

The SC Department of Commerce has received more than 4,000 requests from the
public/business owners to verify if a business is essential or non-essential.

•

SLED continues to respond to complaints that bars and restaurants across the state are
violating the Governor's Executive Order 2020-12 that states the public must practice
social distancing which includes bars and restaurants only selling food/beverages to-go,
by delivery or curbside pickup.

•

SC DNR has included a section of their website dedicated to answering questions
regarding SC Executive Order 2020-21 - Stay at Home/Work order.

NATIONAL UPDATES:

• The Centers for Disease Control has recommended the use of cloth face
coverings in public settings where other social distancing measures are difficult
to maintain. The CDC advises the use of simple cloth face coverings could slow
the spread of the virus, especially from those who may not know they are
contagious. To make a mask at home, click here.

April 7, 2020
169 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
51 - DEATHS IN SC (4 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
2,417 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
383,256 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
12,285 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

The Rotary Club of Bluffton, who coordinates the Bluffton Village Festival, has canceled
this year’s event due to COVID-19. All vendors planning to be at this year’s event have
been notified regarding full refunds.

Bluffton Joint Information Center
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• Bluffton Police officers are enforcing the burn ban within the Town limits of Bluffton.
The ban was issued today at 6 AM by the SC Forestry Commission to reduce the strain of
first responders who need to be available to pandemic patients in addition to
eliminating a factor that can aggravate respiratory issues.

• Beaufort County Alcohol and Drug Abuse Department has department staff and
counselors available for those who need support and treatment during this time. Call
the office, Monday through Friday from 8 AM - 5 PM to speak to someone.
843-255-6000.
STATE UPDATES:
•

SC Stay home/work order effective today at 5 PM. Everyone in SC must stay at home,
unless traveling to work, visiting family, exercising outdoors, or obtaining essential
goods.

•

SCDOT is working on numerous projects statewide due to 40% drop in traffic. Most
projects include resurfacing highways and making rural roads safer. All SCDOT
employees are practicing social distancing, according to the SCDOT.

•

SCEMD has the top priorities to acquire more PPE (personal protective equipment),
increase hospital capacity, and create shelters that respect social distancing.

NATIONAL UPDATES:
•

U.S. Small Business Administration unveils new program allowing small business owners
to access up to $25,000 to help overcome loss of revenue due to COVID-19. More info

April 6, 2020
163 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
48 - DEATHS IN SC (4 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
2,232 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
352,546 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
10,389 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
STATE UPDATES:
•

Gov. McMaster 4 PM media briefing:
•

Executive Order 2020-21 – All those residing in SC will be under a mandatory
home or work order, effective tomorrow, Tuesday, April 7 at 5 PM. Under this
order, people can only leave their property to go to work, visit family,
exercise/play outdoors, or to obtain necessary goods from stores/pharmacies

Bluffton Joint Information Center
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that are legally allowed to be open. All stores that can be open must limit
customers to no more than five (5) customers per 1,000 square feet. If a person
refuses this order, the punishment is a $100 fine or 30 days in jail.

•

•

The SC National Guard developed a tier response plan outlining the direction on
how temporary hospitals can be erected around the state, if necessary. The
current plan would provide more than 3,000 more hospital beds around the
state for potential sick patients.

•

SCDHEC will be providing a video later today on their website showing how to
make a homemade mask for those needing one to be used while in
stores/pharmacies. SCDHEC experts say these masks should not be substituted
for social distancing or continuously washing hands, but rather an extra
precautionary measure. SCDHEC experts are stressing these masks are easy to
make and to NOT go out and purchase numerous other masks that can be used
by first responders and/or health care employees.

SCEMD is expecting a shipment of PPE (personal protective equipment) to arrive from
FEMA at the end of this week.

• SCDHEC is predicting SC will hit its peak with COVID-19 cases at the end of April or the
beginning of May. The White House COVID-19 Task Force is expecting a nationwide peak
of COVID-19 cases to occur in the next one-two weeks.

• The SC Forestry Commission has issued a statewide burning ban that will go into effect
Tuesday, April 7 for all counties.
LOCAL/REGIONAL UPDATES:
•

Beaufort City Council passed a “stay-at-home” ordinance during an emergency meeting
earlier this afternoon. In accordance with this City Ordinance, all residents residing in
the City of Beaufort will be ordered to stay at home as of 1 AM Tuesday, April 7.

•

The Beaufort County Auditor’s Office announced that payment for Business Personal
Property, Motor Vehicle bills, Watercraft and motor bills will be extended. For more
specifics on each extension – Beaufort County Auditor

•

Effective today, you will need to make an appointment to complete transactions at the
Bluffton DMV which will only be open Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. The Beaufort
DMV is closed until further notice. To make an appointment – Bluffton DMV

•

Palmetto Electric Cooperative is returning more than 3.5M into local economy in the
form of Capital Credits. More Info
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• The Hampton County Watermelon Festival scheduled for the last week in June has been
canceled. This is the oldest continuing festival in SC.

April 5, 2020
156 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
44 - DEATHS IN SC (3 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
2,049 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
325,185 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
9,267 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL/STATE UPDATES:

• The South Carolina Forestry Commission ordered a Red Flag Alert for the entire
state. Beaufort County Ordinance under section 6 states, “When a Red Flag Alert has
been declared in Beaufort County by the SC Forestry Commission, it shall
automatically constitute a hazardous condition. Thereafter, no open burning of any
material, vegetative or otherwise, will be permitted within the unincorporated areas
of the County.” The alert will remain in effect until lifted by the Commission, whose
fire response teams will continuously monitor the situation.

• Bluffton has 27 positive COVID-19 cases, the highest in Beaufort County.
• There is a high demand for blood donations. The American Red Cross is hosting two
blood drives this week at Tanger Outlets. The first will be tomorrow, Monday, April 6
from 11 AM – 5 PM in the Tanger 1 parking lot. The second will be Friday, April 10
from 2 PM – 7 PM in the Tanger 2 parking lot.

• Since Friday, 1,361 verbal warnings have been given to people for gathering on
beaches and sandbars around the state.

• There are 6,490 beds being utilized in hospitals around the state, leaving 5,790
available.

April 4, 2020
148 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
40 - DEATHS IN SC (2 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
1,917 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
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300,915 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
8,162 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL/STATE UPDATES:
•

SCEMD received a shipment of N95 masks today that were ordered from FEMA.

•

SCDHEC will now report negative COVID-19 test results, as well as, positive test
results on its website. There have been 18,097 tests performed in SC since the
beginning of March. 16,397 were negative.

•

Effective today, Wal-Mart will only allow five customers per 1,000 square feet inside
their stores (roughly 20% of the store’s capacity). Once a full capacity is reached,
customers will only be admitted into the store on a “1-in-1-out” basis. Next week,
the stores will implement one-way movement through the aisles and will utilize floor
markers to ensure customers are keeping a safe distance from one another.

•

Effective today, Target is monitoring and will limit the total number of patrons inside
their stores based on the store’s square footage. If too many patrons are inside, they
will be moved to a waiting area outside with social distancing markers.

•

The SC Chamber of Commerce has compiled a list of COVID-19 resources for
businesses and their employees. SC Chamber Resources

April 3, 2020
131 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
34 - DEATHS IN SC (2 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
1,700 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
270,473 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
6,921 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
STATE UPDATES:
•

Governor McMaster 4:30 PM media briefing:
•

Executive Order expands the list of non-essential businesses that must close
by Monday April 6, 2020, at 5pm. This includes ALL department stores,
clothing stores, shoe stores, florists, sporting goods, music stores, craft
stores, jewelry stores, bookstores and home furnishing stores will be
required to close until further notice. Stores allowed to remain open after
Monday, are hardware stores, home improvement stores and gun shops.
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•

Executive Order signed, effective immediately, states ALL Short-term rental
locations MUST suspend ALL new reservations. This includes ALL hotels,
motels, vacation homes, resorts, bed and breakfasts, timeshares, etc.
(military, first responders, medical staff and long-haul transporters exempt)

•

SC DHEC anticipates they could face a backlog in testing COVID-19 cases due
to having a short supply of material used in the test kits. SCDHEC is working
with their Federal partners to receive additional materials. This delay is
expected to last two days. The lab is currently analyzing test kits seven (7)
days a week.

•

SCEMD has requested PPE equipment to include N95 masks, gloves, and
gowns from various National resources. Not all requests have been delivered.
There are 1,265 ventilators in SC. Another 735 ventilators have been
requested from FEMA, but none of those have been delivered to SC yet.

•

Effective today, DHEC will once again release COVID-19 cases on their website by zip
code in each county. This practice was put on hold last week but was reimplemented today. In addition, SCDHEC has a heat map available on their website
showing the start of COVID-19 cases in the state and how the cases have spread
since early March.

•

Yesterday, the SC department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation announced the
extension of renewal deadlines for licenses, registrations and permits scheduled to
renew in April, May, June, July, and August. The new renewal deadline is September
30, 2020. This affects all industries requiring a state license including cosmetology,
contractors, dentist, engineers & surveyors, environmental certification, funeral,
long-term health care, LP Gas, manufactured housing, massage therapy, nursing,
pharmacy, real estate appraisers, etc.

LOCAL UPDATES:
•

Beaufort County Channel will air an Interfaith Service this Sunday at 11 AM and 6 PM
for a virtual service. These services will continue to air each Sunday for the
foreseeable future. Hargray – Channel 9 & 113, Spectrum – Channel 1304, Comcast –
Channel 2 or online.

•

BJWSA is urging the public, especially in Bluffton, to ONLY flush toilet paper. A large
quantity of paper towels is showing up at the wastewater plants that are causing
disruptions. NEVER flush wipes, facial tissue, napkins or paper towels down the
toilet.

Bluffton Joint Information Center
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•

Beaufort County Human Services Alliance compiled a list of upcoming local events
and resources for the community during the COVID-19 Pandemic. Resources

•

SERG Group that started the COMMUNITY STRONG VIP Program two weeks ago has
raised $200K to assist SERG employees affected and $100K that was divided
between Bluffton Self Help and Deep Well Project on HHI. Purchase Packages

NATIONAL UPDATES:
•

701,000 jobs lost in March

•

OSHA releases information regarding Temporary Respirator Requirements due to
the shortage of N95 respirators. More Information

•

The IRS announced a new employee retention credit that can help employers keep
employees on the payroll. Coronavirus Tax Relief

April 2, 2020
130 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
31 - DEATHS IN SC (2 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
1,554 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
236,339 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
5,648 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
STATE UPDATES:
•

South Carolina Department of Labor, Licensing and Regulation (LLR) is extending the license
renewal deadline for licenses, registrations, and permits scheduled to renew during the months
of April, May, June, July, and August. The new renewal deadline is extended to September 30,
2020.

•

South Carolina continues to wait for a large shipment of N95 masks from the Federal
Government.

•

SLED/DNR will be assisting in the enforcement of social distancing throughout the state via
aviation units and boats. A total of 67 law enforcement boats will be dispersed throughout the
state this weekend.

•

There are 11 First Responder test sites statewide, including Beaufort Memorial Hospital.

•

The state is reviewing five (5) areas as potential sites for patient overflow from hospitals, if
necessary.

•

The South Carolina Department of Agriculture has compiled a list of local farmers who are
offering delivery, on-farm pickup and community support options for the public to get Certified
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SC Grown farm fresh local produce while staying safe and healthy. Fresh HYPERLINK
"https://agriculture.sc.gov/coronavirus/local/?fbclid=IwAR2ale1qE5qmTgsNtxdRN0pK8eLaYCisb
oeup-LRx6ND61C9jI6XykjLUns" HYPERLINK
"https://agriculture.sc.gov/coronavirus/local/?fbclid=IwAR2ale1qE5qmTgsNtxdRN0pK8eLaYCisb
oeup-LRx6ND61C9jI6XykjLUns" HYPERLINK
"https://agriculture.sc.gov/coronavirus/local/?fbclid=IwAR2ale1qE5qmTgsNtxdRN0pK8eLaYCisb
oeup-LRx6ND61C9jI6XykjLUns" Produce.

LOCAL UPDATES:
•

The Town of Bluffton has placed blue ribbons around Town buildings and property to show
support of emergency workers and first responders.

•

Help 4 Hope – Help for Today, Hope for Tomorrow. The Watterson Family Foundation and the
Hilton Head Island-Bluffton Chamber of Commerce have partnered to launch a fund to help feed
families, support restaurants and save jobs.

•

Hilton Head Island-Bluffton Chamber of Commerce – Understanding Small Business Loans
through SBA and the CARES Act teleconference on April 7. Register Here.

•

The Community Foundation of the Lowcountry started a COVID-19 Response Fund and in 10
days the community has graciously contributed more than $100,000 to the Fund. The fund was
started for community-based, frontline nonprofit organizations addressing the COVID-19
pandemic in Beaufort, Jasper, Hampton and Colleton Counties. If interested in donating, go to
COVID-19 Response Fund.

NATIONAL UPDATES:
•

6.6M Americans have filed for unemployment.

•

Treasury Department announced that Social Security beneficiaries and other
Americans, who haven’t filed income taxes for the past two years will receive the
one-time checks of up to $1,200 under the economic recovery program.

•

Democratic National Convention postponed to August.

April 1, 2020
101 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
26 - DEATHS IN SC (2 Deaths in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
1,293 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
206,207 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
4,542 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
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LOCAL UPDATES:

• Town Staff contacted (phone call, email, letter) short-term rentals and lodging facilities
within Town limits to educate and answer any questions regarding Gov. McMaster’s
Executive Order 2020-14 – visitors from hot spots who visit SC must quarantine
themselves for 14 days upon arrival.

• Gov. McMaster’s Executive Order 2020-17 went into effect at 5 PM tonight which
mandates all non-essential businesses will be closed for the next 15 days. Police are
patrolling Bluffton to educate all non-essential businesses.

• Effective this morning at 7 AM, all Town-operated parks are closed until further notice,
at the direction of the Town Manager acting under the authority vested in his position
during a declared state of emergency. Closures include Dubois Park, Oyster Factory Park,
Oscar Frazier Park Pavilion along with restrooms and playground, Dog Park at Oscar
Frazier Park, Martin Family Park, all pocket parks to include Pritchard Pocket Park and
Tom Herbkersman Commons, and New Riverside Trail.

• Lowcountry Area VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) has devised a plan to keep
offering services to the public. They have submitted their plan to the IRS and will
hopefully implement the plan next week if it’s accepted.
•

Congressman Jim Clyburn is having a Tele-Town Hall meeting with SC county and
municipal officials Thursday afternoon to discuss the COVID-19 crisis. Pertinent
information shared in this meeting will be shared in a future communique if warranted.

STATE UPDATES:
•

SCEMD (South Carolina Emergency Management Division) has activated a wireless
emergency alert (most received this last night.) If you did not receive the alert and want
to sign up, go to Code Red Alerts

•

SCDHEC is caught up on their backlog of COVID-19 tests.

•

SCDMV - All non-commercial motor vehicles with registrations that expire March 2020
through June 2020 will be valid until July 1, 2020. All traceable temporary license plates
and 30-day temporary license plates with expiration dates of March 2020 through June
2020 are valid until July 1, 2020.

•

SC Department of Employment and Workforce is urging those who need information to
watch a 12 step-by-step video that may answer questions to avoid waiting on the
phone. Tutorial.

NATIONAL UPDATES:

Bluffton Joint Information Center
COVID-19 Pandemic
•

The Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA) went into effect today and will
remain in effect until December 31, 2020. It is designed to address the needs of the
individual and the employer so there is a balance between staying safe and the
continuity of business operations. For more information, please go to the Department
of Labor’s FFCRA webpage at https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/pandemic/ffcraemployer-paid-leave.

•

Federal Stimulus Actions to Help Small Businesses Weather the Coronavirus Pandemic.
The attachment included in the email has information that could be very beneficial to
Small Businesses.

March 31, 2020
91 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
22 - DEATHS IN SC (1 Death in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
1,083 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
177,452 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
3,440 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
STATE UPDATES:

• This afternoon Governor McMaster announced Executive Order 2020-17 that all
non-essential businesses are to close, statewide, effective April 1, 2020 through April
15, 2020. A list of those non-essential businesses includes:
Entertainment Venues:
•

Night clubs

•

Bowling alleys

•

Arcades

•

Concert venues

•

Theaters, auditoriums, and performing arts centers

•

Tourist attractions

•

Racetracks

•

Indoor children’s play areas (daycares not included)

•

Adult entertainment

•

Bingo Halls

Bluffton Joint Information Center
COVID-19 Pandemic
•

Venues operated by social clubs (rotaries, VFW, etc…)

Athletic Facilities
•

Sports requiring interactions with another person of closer than 6 feet

•

Activities requiring shared equipment

•

Activities on Public or commercial playground equipment

Close Contact Serve Providers
•

Barber Shops

•

Hair salon

•

Waxing stations

•

Nail Salons and Spas

•

Threading salons

•

Body art and tattoos services

•

Tanning Salons

•

Massage Therapy establishments and massage services

• Businesses can call the SC Department of Commerce to inquire if they are
considered non-essential.

• Traffic on the state interstates is down by 2/3.
• Airport traffic is also down.
• On March 30 - Gov. McMaster signed Executive Order 2020-16 that directs any and
all public beach access points, to include adjacent or associated parking lots or other
public facilities, shall be closed to public access for recreational purposes for the
duration of the State of Emergency. This Executive Order also closes all public piers,
docks, wharfs, boat ramps and boat landings providing public access to public
waters.

• SC Department of Education sent out guidelines to schools on more information
about grading of work submitted by students and specifics on the grading for seniors
who are about to graduate.

• Tomorrow, April 1 the SC Department of Education is opening registration for their
virtual learning school. Virtual School

• More than 1M students have been fed by local school districts.

Bluffton Joint Information Center
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LOCAL UPDATES:

• In accordance with yesterday’s Executive Order 2020-16, all Town public boat ramps
are closed, unless it is being used for commercial boat purposes. Signage is posted at
all Town boat ramps. This includes, Oyster Factory Park dock and boat ramp,
Calhoun Street Dock and the Public Dock at Palmetto Bluff.

• SLED is working on a plan on how to assist with Gov. McMaster’s latest Executive
order. (one mentioned above)

• Bluffton Police began educating visitors and answering any concerns from locals
about the March 27th Governor’s Executive Order 2020-15 that tells visitors to selfquarantine for 14 days or for the length of their trip, whichever is shorter. If this is
not followed, the violator can be fined $100 or spend 30-days in jail.

March 30, 2020
74 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
18 - DEATHS IN SC (1 Death in Beaufort County) (according to SC DHEC)
925 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
156,931 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
2,945 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

The Towns of Bluffton, Port Royal, Hilton Head and the City of Beaufort sent a cover
letter & copies of various measures undertaken in each municipality to Governor
McMaster Friday for the purpose of requesting a State-wide Stay at Home Order.
(cover letter and applicable documents attached)

•

Bluffton Town Council Emergency Meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 31, 2020
at 6 PM. The public can access the meeting via the Town of Bluffton’s Facebook page
(https://www.facebook.com/TownBlufftonSC/) and submit public comments by
either emailing kchapman@townofbluffton.com or via the public comment page
(https://bit.ly/TOBPublicComment).

•

Bluffton Police officers began online national training for COVID-19 today. The
training involves learning how to explain what COVID-19 is, how it’s transmitted,
describes essential steps in reducing the spread, and provides instruction on how to
find up to date COVID-19 information. Every officer will undergo this training over
the next 10 days in an effort to help officers stay safe on the job amid the pandemic.
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•

In response to Governor’s Executive Order 2020-14 re: Required Self-Quarantine for
Individuals Entering South Carolina from High-Risk Areas, Bluffton Police officers are
engaging visitors to ensure they are aware of the Governor’s Executive Order
directing all visitors from New York, New Jersey, Connecticut, City of New Orleans
and other hot spots from around the country to self-quarantine for 14 days upon
arrival in South Carolina.

•

Likewise, Staff will communicate this requirement to short term rental business
license holders and other lodging establishments through telephone contact and
written correspondence.

•

In two weeks since Beaufort County schools have been closed, the district has
distributed more than 50,000 meals to Beaufort County students.

STATE UPDATES:
•

The spike in new cases is due to clearing out backlog of testing.

•

SCDMV extends deadline for a driver’s license, permit or vehicle registration set to
expire between March 2020 and June 2020. It will be valid until July 1, 2020.

•

SC DHEC asking people who are not WIC participants to please stop stockpiling items
from the grocery store that have the WIC approved icon. This will save these items
for WIC participants only.

March 29, 2020
50 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
16 - DEATHS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
774 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
135,499 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
2,381 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
•

Governor McMaster signs an Executive Order March 28th

•

Extending the “state of emergency" in South Carolina and further authorizing the
implementation of South Carolina's Emergency Operations Plan:
•

Further authorizing DHEC to exercise emergency powers and restrict visitation to nursing
homes and assisted living facilities, with the exception of end-of-life situations:

•

Authorizing and directing correctional institutions to suspend visitation;
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•

Further ordering the activation of the South Carolina National Guard;

•

Ordering SLED to initiate emergency registration processes for private security personnel;

•

Extending price gouging prohibitions;

•

Directing the continued closure of all public schools in the State of South Carolina and
authorizing all state-supported colleges, universities and technical colleges to complete the
Spring 2020 semester through virtual instruction;

•

Directing 911 operators to ask any individual placing a call for service whether such individual
or any member of their household has tested positive for COVID-I9 or is exhibiting symptoms;

•

Extending waivers for commercial vehicles and operators of commercial vehicles who are
providing direct assistance to supplement state and local efforts;

•

Further authorizing state and local law enforcement to do whatever is deemed necessary to
maintain

LOCAL UPDATES:
•

Beaufort County Channel airs Interfaith Service for residents to join together while
practicing social distancing.

•

Four (4) DNR boats assigned to Beaufort County to patrol waterways and sandbars.

STATE UPDATES:
•

SCDHEC changing how they provide information on COVID-19 cases to the public by
county. They will not provide numbers of cases by zip code on the DHEC website
and will instead utilize a heat map system to indicate areas where COVID-19 is
present.

•

Increase of COVID-19 cases in metropolitan areas such as Charleston.

•

South Carolina predicts it will have enough ventilators if needed.

•

National Guard began delivering PPE (Personal Protective Equipment) to counties.

March 28, 2020
35 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
13 - DEATHS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
660 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
115,547 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
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1,891 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL/REGIONAL UPDATES:
•

SC WIC participants can now receive benefits without having to be physically
present. Until May 31, this applies to clients impacted by WIC clinic closures, stay at
home orders, and those under quarantine due to #COVID19.

•

There are now 9 First Responder testing sites, including Beaufort Memorial.

•

Nursing and Doctor students close to graduation may be approved temporary
licensing to help with incoming patients.

•

SLED/DNR/PPP continue patrolling local waterways.

•

DHEC is in the process of making an online symptom tracker available online.
Expected to go live this weekend.

•

SC State Parks closed as of today until April 30

March 27, 2020
35 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
13 - DEATHS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
539 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
94,238 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
1,475 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
STATE UPDATES:
•

Governor McMaster, Senator Graham, Senator Scott media briefing, scheduled for
4:00 p.m.
•

Governor McMaster signed an executive order today that requires a mandatory
self-quarantine for those coming/visiting SC from hot spots around the country
such as New York, New Jersey, Connecticut and New Orleans.

•

SC DHEC labs were able to create the reagent to test specimens. This will help
with the delays in testing.

• Sen. Lindsey Graham – President will be signing $2.3T COVID-19 Recovery Bill.
Every SC making under $75,000 a year will receive a $1,200 check. If you are on
social security, disability, you will get a check. $150B of the bill will help states
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and municipalities to deal with COVID-19. $16B dollars to pay for medical
supplies used to fight COVID-19. Between now and the summer we all need to
focus on a containment policy and social distancing. It could go away over the
summer but could come back in the fall before a vaccine is developed.

• Sen. Tim Scott – Expressed gratitude for school buses around the state are
delivering meals to students. There are many single mothers who are sighing a
sigh of relief know their children will still be fed. There’s a lot in the COVID-19 bill
that will help CDC, FEMA, and most importantly small businesses.
LOCAL/REGIONAL UPDATES
•

•

Bluffton Mayor, Town Manager & Police Chief provided update to the public via
Facebook Live at 12:15 p.m.:
•

50% of Town of Bluffton staff are working remotely.

•

All Town of Bluffton buildings are closed to public access, but it is business as
usual for most of Town employees. Town is still reviewing plans, construction
continues, Public Works staff continuing various tasks around Town.

•

Bluffton Municipal Court closed through April. Tickets may be paid ONLINE. If
there are other questions, please email court@townofbluffton.com.

•

Planning Commission and Town Council meetings will happen electronically in
April.

•

Town Council passed two proclamations – 1. A strong urge from the Governor to
issue a “stay in place” order. 2. Strong reminder for the public to practice social
distancing regularly.

•

Police Department still responding to calls for service, police officers’ health is
checked regularly, police assisting with the School District meal distribution for
students, trying to still connect with community as much as we can.

•

Town Manager and Chief in constant contact with other cities who have been hit
harder to learn what they are doing.

Beaufort County Sheriff media briefing at 2:00 p.m.
•

Mayors, Council Members, and County/Town Administrators are all in favor of
the Governor issuing a ‘stay in place’ order.

•

Hilton Head Island Mayor encourages people to not visit HHI.

•

Act as everyone you encounter has COVID-19.
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•

Follow the order of social distancing.

•

Local officials are in constant contact with state officials to figure out the best.
way to navigate through this uncertain time.

•

Beaufort County School District continues its meal distribution to ensure
students are receiving breakfast and lunches.

•

Last week more than 1,000 teachers were taught in online instruction. Many of
those teachers implemented online (Zoom) classes.

•

Beaufort Memorial Health has restricted visitation at an extreme level, BMH is
offering tele-medicine, and has set up ER tents to address those who arrive with
COVID-19 symptoms, nurses and other staff are currently being cross-trained on
ventilators if the need becomes necessary.

•

Several churches around Beaufort County will be providing services online this
Sunday. Check churches websites for times.

•

SC State Parks are closed beginning tomorrow through April 30.

• A large shipment of N-95 masks is expected to be delivered next week to the state.
• There are currently 8 First Responder testing sites across the state.
•

SLED/DNR/PPP (Probation, Parole & Pardon Services) will be patrolling the
waterways this weekend to encourage and remind public of social distancing.

March 26, 2020
29 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
9 - DEATHS IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
456 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
79,785 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
1,124 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL/REGIONAL UPDATES

• Governor McMaster 4:30 p.m. media briefing:
• No “stay at home order” yet. The Governor says it may come, but not yet.
• 77 electric billboards along SC Interstates telling people to stay home.
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• Due to shortage of a chemical used in the testing of COVID-19, not everyone
with symptoms is being tested. SCDHEC advises those with mild symptoms to
stay home and recover.

• Only those with severe symptoms, like difficulty breathing, should first call a
hospital or their doctor to be screened for possible testing.

• NO ONE should go straight to the hospital or doctor’s office if you believe you
have COVID-19. You must call the doctor or hospital first.

• SC Unemployment claims went from 2,000 to 31,000 in one week.
• 85 businesses around the state have been called to see if they can transition
from what they normally make to producing products needed to fight COVID-19.
•

Myrtle Beach Council passed ordinance today to have most visitors leave the area, and
all hotels/rentals must cease taking new reservations from now until May 1.

•

Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) delivery to SC Counties is expected next Tuesday.

•

SCDOT expected to deliver hand sanitizer to all SC counties on Monday.

•

SCDMV - all non-commercial motor vehicles that have registrations that expire in March
2020 to June 2020 will be valid until July 1, 2020.

•

The deadline to obtain a REAL ID is extended until October 2021.

•

Beaufort Memorial Hospital (BMH) is sending out text messages to patients telling them
not to go to their doctor’s office or Express Care Clinic without calling ahead for a phone
screening. Also, BMH does have video screening available at
www.beaufortmemorial.org.

•

SC Attorney General Allen Wilson released a video today explaining and clarifying the
Governor’s intent with his Executive Order mandating social distancing and limiting
gatherings to less than three people.

March 25, 2020
26 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
7 - DEATHS IN SC
424 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
62,086 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
869 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
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• SC DHEC is adding projections for new cases of COVID-19 to their website. This data
projects 2,657 cumulative cases by April 2 and 8,053 cases by May 2. News Releases

• SC DHEC will begin reporting positive cases of COVID-19 by zip code and county.
•

Beaufort Memorial has set up a screening tent outside its ER for those with a fever
and respiratory symptoms. People can ONLY go to this site if they have a physician’s
order and related paperwork.

•

Hilton Head Regional Healthcare has started a virtual COVID-19 assessment website.
Assessments

•

1,094 daycares are closed. (approximately half across the state)

•

Beaufort County School meal distribution will occur daily between 9 AM – 12 PM.

•

Plan of action for First Responders having testing priority.

•

Beaufort County Council Chairman and local Mayors release a joint statement about
the importance of all working together to keep the spread of COVID-19 to a
minimum. To read it go to, Message

•

Beaufort County Officials had a teleconference this morning. To listen go to,
Teleconf HYPERLINK "https://youtu.be/AA36rQ0jTbw"e HYPERLINK
"https://youtu.be/AA36rQ0jTbw"rence

•

City of Charleston passes “stay at home” ordinance. People should only go out for
essential services and all nonessential businesses are to close. This goes into effect
Thursday, March 26 at 12:01 AM.

March 24, 2020
22 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
5 - DEATHS IN SC
342 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
51,542 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
674 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
•

Gov. McMaster announces SC Public Schools will remain closed through April.

•

There is a joint media release from the County, and all Beaufort County
municipalities that is pending which encourages residents to follow mandates and
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•

•
•

suggestions issued by the Governor with regard to infection control practices. The
media release will be released by the County.
Savannah Mayor announced this morning additional measures be added to the local
state of emergency to include shelter at home order, nonessential businesses must
cease all activities, nonessential travel is prohibited. These measures go into effect
tonight at 11:59 PM and will remain in effect until midnight April 8.
City of Charleston Council discussing a “stay at home” ordinance right now in an
emergency meeting.
State working on increasing hospital capacities and working on acquiring more PPE
(personal protective equipment).

•

SC DHEC (SC Dept. of Health & Environmental Control) is creating an Ask and Answer
section on their website.

•

SCEMD & SCDOT will begin using digital billboards for messaging about COVID-19.

•

Hunting Island will be closed to the public Wednesdays and Thursdays.

•

Beaufort County Business License Renewals extended to June 1.

•

Town of Port Royal prohibits automobiles and motorcycles on Sands Beach.

•

Starting tomorrow the Daufuskie Island Ferry Service is reducing public ferry transit
operations to two daily roundtrips. Morning departure to DI at 7 AM and returning
from the island at 8:30 AM. Afternoon departure to the island at 4 PM and returning
from the island at 5:30 PM.

NATIONAL UPDATES:
•

2020 Tokyo Olympics postponed until 2021.

•

President Trump hopes to have country back up and running by Easter but says it
can ONLY happen if people practice social distancing.

March 23, 2020
21 - CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC)
5 - DEATHS IN SC
298 - CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
41,708 - CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
573 - CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL UPDATES:
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•

Governor McMaster 4:20 PM Media Briefing:
•

50% of state employees working from home.

•

All plans and contingencies being discussed to include “stay-in place order”.

•

Many South Carolinians are taking precautions so hopefully a “stay-in place
order” won’t be necessary.

•

Everyone should re-double their efforts by using COMMON SENSE and DON’T
congregate in crowds. Stay home. Don’t hoard supplies and food.

•

Executive Order to reinforce and allow, any and all, law enforcement to
prohibit or disperse any congregation of 3 or more people.

•

60% more hospital beds available now since the Governor asked for all
elective medical procedures be postponed, which equates to 1,819 more
beds available across the state than a week ago.

•

ONLY follow official sources for information on the COVID-19 pandemic and
the state’s response to it.

•

Make sure to eat well, stay active both physically and mentally.

•

Practice social distancing and monitor yourself for any COVID-19 symptoms.

•

State MAP and PASS testing has been canceled for the spring semester.

•

State working with college boards for an announcement for AP, ACT, SAT
testing.

•

Beaufort Memorial canceled all elective procedures/surgeries.

•

Beaufort Memorial offers free video visits for patients with symptoms such as fever,
cough, and shortness of breath. www.bmhcareanywhere.org.

•

Palmetto Bluff is warning residents to please not congregate in crowds and residents
coming in from known areas with COVID-19 should self-quarantine.

•

All Bluffton Township Fire Stations are closed to the public.

March 22, 2020
14 CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC
https://www.scdhec.gov/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/monitoringtesting-covid-19)
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3 DEATHS IN SC – Lexington, Charleston, Florence (according to Johns Hopkins University
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html)

195 CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
32,057 CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
392 CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL:

• Beginning tomorrow, Monday, March 23 at 7 AM, visitation at Coastal Carolina
Hospital and Hilton Head Hospital will be suspended until further notice.

• Beginning tomorrow, Monday, March 23, all Beaufort Memorial hospital and
outpatient clinic waiting rooms will be closed to visitors. Caregivers will need to wait
in their vehicles. All visitors will not be permitted in the hospital with the exception
of Labor and Delivery (one visitor), Pediatric Unit (one visitor), or patients requiring
assistance end-of-life care.

• Beaufort County Government Buildings closed to public starting tomorrow, Monday,
March 23. Many services still available online, by telephone, or email.

• BJWSA sends out message to remind families to only FLUSH toilet paper and not
other paper products.

• 400+ tests were completed on Friday compared to only 10 tests being completed in
the beginning of the COVID-19 situation.

• COVID-19 testing supplies are running short around the state.
• State law enforcement assisting with crowd dispersal at the Sandbar.
• SCEMD.org has a link that shows all of the Governors executive orders
(https://governor.sc.gov/executive-branch/executive-orders)
NATIONAL:

• Senator Rand Paul of KY tests positive for COVID-19 (first member of Senate to test
positive)

• Representative Diaz-Ballart & Representative McAdams test positive, as well as two
congressional staffers last week.

March 21, 2020
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13 CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY (according to SC DHEC
https://www.scdhec.gov/infectious-diseases/viruses/coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19/monitoringtesting-covid-19)

3 DEATHS IN SC – Lexington, Charleston, Florence (according to Johns Hopkins University
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/map.html)

173 CONFIRMED CASES IN SC (according to SC DHEC)
24,148 CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
275 CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to Johns Hopkins University)
LOCAL:
•

Governor McMaster signed an executive order today allowing bars and restaurants
to sell sealed containers of beer and wine with to-go orders.

•

Governor McMaster directed the Department of Revenue to conform the state’s
income tax deadline to July 15th, which is the new federal income tax deadline.
Other state taxes will remain delayed until June 1, previously ordered.

•

Governor McMaster has asked construction contractors and others in the skilled
trade industry to donate personal protective equipment to healthcare professionals
and state agencies.

•

FEMA has developed a Rumor Control page for COVID-19.
(https://www.fema.gov/Coronavirus-Rumor-Control)

•

Town of Bluffton – Town Hall is open but restricting public access. (read below in
yesterday’s explanation)
•

There were reports of a lot of activity in various places around Bluffton and
on the May River today. This is a reminder to everyone that when Governor
McMaster declared a state of emergency due to COVID-19, he stated law
enforcement should act when a person(s) carries out “illegal acts under state
of emergency”. Under Section 16-7-10 of South Carolina Code of Laws, it is
unlawful for people to "congregate, unless authorized or in their homes, in
groups of three or more and to refuse to disperse upon order of a law
enforcement officer;" or "willfully fail or refuse to comply with any lawful
order or direction of any law enforcement officer." It is very important for all
Bluffton residents and visitors to adhere to this law. This State of Emergency
was put in place to keep the spread of COVID-19 from getting worse.
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•

Town of Hardeeville offices partially remain open but encourage residents to do as
much business by email or phone. All residents are asked to call first prior to visiting
Town Hall in person.

•

Town of Port Royal – Town Hall remains open, but with limited staff who will
conduct internal and external business via telephone and email as much as possible.
They ask all residents to refrain from visiting Town Hall unless the issue is of
immediate importance.
•

Port Royal Farmer’s Market was open today but told people they couldn’t eat
or socialize while there. Tents were spaced apart and no onsite cooking took
place. Vendors acted as a grocery store ONLY.

•

Beaufort County Government – majority of County offices have closed to the public
advising the public to do business via phone, email and online. For the entire list of
what is open and closed as far as Beaufort County offices, go to
https://www.beaufortcountysc.gov/topics/coronavirus/

•

Beaufort City and the Town of Hilton Head will close their offices to all public
beginning Monday, March 23.

•

Town Council of Hilton Head held an emergency meeting to discuss collectively what
needs to be done in the near future to keep those living on HHI safe from COVID-19.

•

HHI beaches, beach parking lots, and public facilities such as beach bathrooms are
closed to the public for the next 60 days.

•

The Cross Island Parkway toll is temporarily suspended until further notice.

NATIONAL:
•

President Trump media briefing:
•

Vice President Mike Pence and wife to be tested after staffer is positive for
COVID-19.

•

NY, NJ, CA Governor’s issue stay at home orders.

•

FDA approves one manufacturer to produce millions of surgical masks.

March 20, 2020
8 CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY
1 DEATH IN SC – Lexington County
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125 CONFIRMED CASES IN SC
15,219 CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES
201 CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES
LOCAL:
•

Town Hall is open/public interaction restricted: Starting Monday, March 23, Town
Hall will still be OPEN for business however, person to person meetings within the
Customer Service Center will be restricted. Town Hall doors will be locked, however
there will be bins out front to drop off and pick up paperwork such as business
license applications, permit applications, plans for review, etc. The Town will invoice
you for any fees associated with the submission of applications or other paperwork
normally associated with immediate payment requirements. Please do not deposit
any cash or checks into these bins. The bins will be monitored and emptied daily so
that all proper paperwork can be processed accordingly.

•

City of Beaufort offices to be closed to the public effective March 23.

•

All public Hilton Head Island beaches should be considered closed due to the
amount of activity taking place on the beaches the last few days. All public beach
parking areas and public facilities to include beach bathrooms will be closed
beginning tomorrow Saturday, March 21st.

•

Beginning Monday, March 23rd, Bluffton Police Officer Lauren Brown will be reading
live, a different children’s book each evening at 6 PM on the department’s Facebook
page.

•

Beginning Monday, March 23rd, Hilton Head Town Hall will be closed to the public.
The Town will continue providing services to residents over the phone or online.

•

The Small Business Administration approved Governor McMaster’s request for the
agency to offer SC small businesses with disaster assistance. https://www.sba.gov/

•

Community Foundation of the Lowcountry created the Lowcountry Community
COVID-19 Response Fund. It will deploy resources to community-based, frontline
nonprofit organizations addressing the COVID-19 pandemic in Beaufort, Jasper,
Hampton and Colleton counties. https://cf-lowcountry.org/

•

34% of childcare centers across the state are closed. Here is a website that lists all
closures. www.scchildcare.com

•

REMINDER: dining in at restaurants and bars is restricted. Continue purchasing food
through carry-out, delivery, curbside. SERG group announced today the group is

Bluffton Joint Information Center
COVID-19 Pandemic
selling Community Strong VIP packages to help support the restaurants and their
staff affected by the COVID-19 situation. https://serggroup.com/community-strong/
•

Roadwork will be taking place next week, March 23-27, on Bluffton Parkway,
Buckingham Plantation, Persimmon, Parkside Drive, Old Miller Road and Lake Point
Drive in Bluffton.

NATIONAL:
•

President Trump Media Briefing:
•

Income tax payment deadlines for individual returns, with a due date of April
15, 2020 are being automatically extended until July 15, 2020. Those who are
owed a refund are urged to file as quickly as possible. (SC State Tax Deadline
pushed to June 1 as reported on Tuesday, March 17)

•

All spring educational testing is suspended.

March 19, 2020
7 CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY
1 DEATH IN SC – Lexington County
81 CONFIRMED CASES IN SC
10,442 CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES
150 CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES
LOCAL:
•

Gov. McMaster media briefing:
•

Signed Executive Order today to include:
•

June 1 extension for businesses to pay unemployment premiums.

•

Temporarily suspending procurement regulations for governmental
spending relating to COVID-19.

•

Local law enforcement is directed to do what is necessary to maintain
peace and good order.

•

All non-essential state workers are to work from home starting
tomorrow, Friday, March 20.
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•

•

Governor is asking all hospitals to restrict visitation to patients with the
exception of life-ending situations.

•

Stressed the public to use COMMON SENSE. If you don’t need to go out in
the public, stay home. Don’t hoard supplies at stores.

•

Practice social distancing, wash hands more than you want to, cover your
mouth when coughing or sneezing.

Sheriff Tanner media briefing:
•

Beaufort County Dispatch center asks initial screening questions if someone
calls in with COVID-19 symptoms to prepare EMS, Fire, and Law
Enforcement.

•

EMS, Fire, and Law Enforcement are ready and prepared to respond to any
COVID-19 situation.

•

SC DHEC hasn’t given local authorities information on where the 6 current
cases of COVID-19 are in Beaufort County.

•

Some restaurants and bars have been warned and reminded they can’t offer
patrons food or drink inside or outside the dwelling. They can only offer
carry-out, curbside, and delivery. If law enforcement has to return to
establishments a second time, they will be ticketed.

•

Beaufort County convenience centers remain open.

•

Bluffton Parks and public bathrooms remain open and are cleaned daily.

•

Make sure to check your email and read the email from IT about working from
home.

•

Make sure to check your email from Captain Chandler about the steps you should
take if you believe or are exposed to COVID-19.

•

HHI-Bluffton Chamber website identifying restaurants providing to-go orders:
https://www.hiltonheadisland.org/takeout-blitz

•

If you do order food to go, place food on plates when you get home and throw to-go
box away. Wipe down any surface the to-go box touched inside your home. This is
just an extra safety precaution to take. Make sure to also wipe down grocery carts
and gas station handles.

•

Palmetto Bluff closed to non-residents.
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•

Beginning Monday, March 24, Public Grocery stores will designate Tuesday and
Wednesday mornings from 7 AM – 8 AM for customers 65 years and older.

•

In addition to SC DHEC website (https://www.scdhec.gov/) the SC Emergency
Management Division also has a lot of helpful information.
(https://www.scemd.org/)

NATIONAL:
•

President Trump announced Chloroquine (anti-malaria drug) could help treat those
infected with COVID-19.

•

President Trump signs Coronavirus relief bill that provides paid sick leave,
unemployment help, and free testing to Americans.

March 18, 2020
6 CONFIRMED CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY
1 DEATH IN SC – Lexington County
60 CONFIRMED CASES IN SC
7,038+ CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES (according to CDC website)
97 CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES (according to CDC website)
LOCAL:
•

Town of Bluffton Emergency Operations at OPCON level 2 - Town Hall is open for
limited business. Majority of staff will continue to work remotely from home. BPD is open
for law enforcement ONLY.

•

Hargray offering free internet service to families with children who don’t already
have a subscription for the next 60 days.

•

RBC Heritage Golf Tournament CANCELED.

•

ALL Cinemark Theaters CLOSED until further notice.

•

Dollar General stores offering first hour of business (8am-9am) for seniors only. If a
senior can’t get to a store during this hour, the Dollar General on May River Road is
letting seniors call ahead to the store and items will be put aside to pick up later.

•

Belk CLOSING until March 30

•

Target closing at 9 PM until further notice. Every Wednesday, Target will offer their
first hour of business (8am-9am) to seniors only.
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•

Home Depot will start closing at 6 PM tomorrow, March 19

•

Best Buy will begin closing at 6 PM today, March 18

NATIONAL:
•

President Trump enacts the Defense Production Act to help private-sector increase
manufacturing and distribution of medical supplies and equipment.

•

U.S. - Canada border temporarily closing shared board to non-essential traffic.

•

HUD to suspend all foreclosures and evictions until further notice.

•

Kansas – first state to cancel school for the rest of the school year.

SCAMS:
•

Different scams are appearing each day involving COVID-19. If you receive an email,
phone call, or text about the Coronavirus that is asking you to give money, purchase
something in return, open an attachment or click on a link for more information,
double check and triple check the source. Do you know the source personally? Do
you recognize the company? Is the source trustworthy?

March 17, 2020
4 CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY
1 DEATH IN SC – Lexington County
47 CONFIRMED CASES IN SC in 13 counties
5,700+ CONFIRMED CASES IN UNITED STATES
94 CORONAVIRUS DEATHS IN UNITED STATES
•

4 PM GOVERNOR MEDIA BRIEFING:
•

Governor has signed an executive order that makes the following mandatory:
•

State taxes delayed until June 1

•

All restaurants and bars are to no longer provide dine-in options. Only
carry out, curbside, or delivery.

•

All events should be limited to 50 people or below on private and public
property.

•

National Guard is now working with hospitals to establish mobile
hospitals when and if necessary.
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•

•

Governor is requesting the following, but are not included in the Executive
Order:
•

All doctors to stop all elective surgeries/procedures.

•

All SC insurance companies to pay for 100% of tests related to the COVID-19

•

All grocery stores to limit customer purchases of high-demand items – toilet
paper, paper towels, Clorox wipes, etc.

•

All stores to have senior hours to allow them to come in and worrying about
catching the virus from those who are younger.

•

All private employers to have employees work remotely, if possible.

PRESIDENT TRUMP/CORONAVIRUS TASK FORCE:
•

Dentists and Doctors are recommended to CANCEL ALL elective procedures.

•

No travel ban, but President recommends people stay in their home.

•

Young people need to cooperate and follow guidelines of social distancing.

•

Public NEEDS to deal with social distancing. Younger public can carry but show
no symptoms which makes it dangers if they are socializing with the elderly.

•

If you are sick, DO NOT GO TO THE HOSPITAL. Use the MUSC virtual care to be screened
for COVID-19 symptoms at https://campaigns.muschealth.org/virtual-care/index.html

•

C.A.R.E program at Bluffton PD reaching out to community asking if there are those who
would like to participate in the program.

•

Beaufort County School District expanding meal service for students. More information
is available at http://beaufortschools.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=170925 HYPERLINK
"http://beaufortschools.net/cms/One.aspx?portalId=170925 HYPERLINK
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March 16, 2020
3 CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY
1 DEATH IN SC - Lexington County
33 CONFIRMED CASES IN SC
•

President Trump has asked everyone to keep social gatherings to 10 people or less.
(CDC nor DHEC have published this recommendation as of 4:45 p.m.)

•

Beaufort County Government, Town of Bluffton, Town of Hilton Head declare state of
emergency. Only essential personnel are working from their offices. All others are
working from home until March 31. County/Town public meetings canceled to include
Court. HHI and Bluffton will hold Town Council meeting March 17th but is urging the
public to watch on Facebook. Town Parks remain open but no permits and applications
for special events or renting of Town buildings will be accepted until further notice.

•

Bluffton Police Department has implemented a COVID-19 Operation Plan which
removes the public from the LEC and includes the cleaning of public places in the LEC
three times a day. Essential personnel are the only ones coming into the LEC. All nonessential personnel are working from home.
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•

Local stores continue to have short supply of high-demand items like toilet paper, hand
sanitizer, paper towels, napkins, tissues, eggs, milk, soup.

•

Local stores and restaurants are scaling back hours of operation.

•

Decontamination station for first responders will be operational tomorrow morning at
the Fire Departments Maintenance facility in Bluffton. Protocol will be established
tomorrow after BPD/BFD meeting.

March 15, 2020
3 CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY
9 NEW CASES CONFIRMED IN SC TODAY
28 CONFIRMED CASES IN SC
•

All public schools are closed until March 31
•

Applications will be available for families to receive breakfast and lunch for their
children.

•

Schools will provide families without WIFI. The details for this are still being
finalized.

•

School buses will be utilized to provide food and WIFI to rural areas.

•

School closings include all universities, technical schools, trade schools and the State
Law Enforcement Training Academy

•

Recommendation to all private schools and day cares to also close

•

Social community gatherings should be restricted to 100 people or less

•

There is no shortage of COVID-19 tests in SC.

•

Total of 263 test completed, 28 positive and 235 negatives.

•

The FDA has approved MUSC to conduct COVID-19 tests in their lab.

•

Governor McMaster is urging everyone to remain calm and use common sense when it
comes to being in social areas, especially the elderly and those with underlying medical
conditions.

•

Testing people without symptoms is not advised.
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•

Prevent the spread of COVID-19 by practicing good personal hygiene, keeping a social
distance, and limit exposure to the elderly and those with underlying medical
conditions.

•

Pubix has changed its hours of operation for all stores, closing earlier. Publix now closes
at 8 PM

•

Wal-Mart in Hardeeville and Bluffton is no longer open 24-hours. They will be open 6
AM – 11 PM.

•

Food Lion in Okatie and Kroger (both locations) in Bluffton are keeping normal hours.

March 14, 2020
3 CASES CONFIRMED IN BEAUFORT COUNTY
19 CASES CONFIRMED IN SC
•

Governor requests all SC utility companies to not turn off power to those who can’t pay
their bills during the coronavirus situation.

March 13, 2020
NO CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY
6 CDC CONFIRMED CASES IN SC
6 PRESUMITIVE POSTIVE CASES IN SC
•

Hilton Head has canceled their St. Patrick’s Day Parade scheduled for this Sunday.

•

The Lowcountry Home and Garden show has been postponed from March 27,28,29 to
May 15, 16, 17.

•

Beaufort County Schools remain to operate under normal schedule. However, student
trips outside the district are being suspended. The SC Dept. of Education has NOT
recommended closing schools.

•

Marine Corps Parris Island graduation was canceled for today and in the future until
further notice. All recruits arriving on Parris Island will be screened.

•

Beaufort School District employee’s Coronavirus came back negative.

March 12, 2020
NO CASES IN BEAUFORT COUNTY
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2 CDC CONFIRMED CASES IN SC
8 PRESUMITIVE POSITIVE CASES IN SC
•

First COVID-19 death in GA - 67-year-old man with underlying medical issues.

•

Patient at Chandler tested NEGATIVE.

•

USCB – Spring Break is extended for the week of March 16 – 21. Once students return to
campus the week of March 23, all classes will be virtual. Students are being urged to not
return to campus until in-person classes resume. (several other colleges have followed
suit to include all USC campus, Furman Univ., Clemson, SC State, SCAD cancels
commencement ceremonies)

•

TCL is operating as normal but is monitoring situation.

•

Beaufort County School District – one Beaufort HS employee self-quarantined while
awaiting test results. All schools being treated daily by custodians. All schools open.

•

City of Savannah and Hilton Head cancels St. Patrick’s Day parade. Tybee still having
their St. Patrick’s Day parades on Sunday. Beaufort is having their St. Patrick’s Day
parade Saturday.

•

Sprenger Health campuses in Bluffton and Port Royal have closed to all visitors.

•

Four employees at Beaufort Memorial Hospital are in self-isolation after contact with
two people under investigation for possible COVID-19 exposure.

•

All hospitals are asking patients to call ahead and provide symptoms before arriving at
the hospital/clinic. Referring patients to satellite clinics which will include the Bluffton
Clinic.

•

MUSC is providing free online visits to anyone experiencing COVID-19 symptoms.

