











BLUFFTON TOWN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
January 14, 2020
Mayor Pro Tempore Larry Toomer called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Council members present were Fred Hamilton, Bridgette Frazier, and Dan Wood. Mayor Lisa Sulka was not present. Town Manager Marc Orlando, Deputy Town Manager Scott Marshall, Town Clerk Kimberly Chapman, Director of Finance and Administration Chris Forster, Director of Growth Management Heather Colin, Director of Engineering Bryan McIlwee, Police Chief Chris Chapmond, and Town Attorney Terry Finger were also in attendance.
Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation were given by Fred Hamilton.
Swearing in of Town Council Elect Dan Wood and Bridgette Frazier – Town of Bluffton Municipal Judge Clifford Bush swore in Councilmembers Dan Wood and Bridgette Frazier.  
Mayor Elect Lisa Sulka was not present due to issues with travel.  Judge Bush will make himself available on January 15th to swear her in.
Appointment of Mayor Pro Tempore:
Frazier nominated Hamilton.  Wood seconded.  The vote was unanimous. Toomer declared Hamilton as Mayor Pro Tempore.  Hamilton delegated presiding officer duties back to Toomer for the remainder of the meeting.
Adoption of Agenda:
Due to the absence of Mayor Sulka and the need for all of Town Council to be present during Executive Session, Town Manager Marc Orlando recommended that Executive Session be removed from the agenda and placed on the Town Council Workshop Agenda for Tuesday, January 21st at 5 p.m.
Wood moved to adopt the agenda as presented with the removal of the following Executive Session Items: Contractual Matters Regarding the Greater Bluffton Chamber of Commerce and Convention Visitor’s Bureau, Inc. and Bluffton Historic Preservation Society (Pursuant to SC Freedom of Information Act 30-4-70[a][1]); Receipt of Legal Advice Relating to the Town of Bluffton Development Agreements (Pursuant to SC Freedom of Information Act 30-4-70[a][2]); Discussion Relating to Negotiations and Contractual Arrangements for the Acquisition of Real Property in Various Areas of the Town of Bluffton Including Bluffton Road, Bluffton Parkway, May River Road and Bluffton Historic District (Pursuant to SC Freedom of Information Act 30-4-70[a][2]); and Receipt of Legal Advice Regarding the Abandonment of a Right-of-Way in the Town of Bluffton (Pursuant to SC Freedom of Information Act 30-4-70[a][2]). Frazier seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.
Adoption of Minutes:
Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes of December 10, 2019.
Hamilton made a motion to adopt the minutes of December 10, 2019 as presented. Wood seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.
Presentations, Celebrations and Recognitions:
Toomer read and presented the Martin Luther King Jr. Proclamation to the Bluffton MLK Observance Committee.
Toomer presented 8th grade student, Allen Tinoco-Najera from Bluffton Middle School with the Beaufort County Character Trait of the Month Award for the character trait of courage and tolerance. 
Public Comment Relating to Formal Agenda Items:
There were none.

Communications from Mayor and Council:  
Hamilton congratulated Wood and Frazier for being sworn in and stated that he feels that the Town of Bluffton has a great council in place; Frazier stated that she is honored and privileged to be a part of Town Council; Toomer stated that he was honored to have served as Mayor Pro Tempore and that Hamilton will do a great job.

[bookmark: _Hlk5193060]Formal Items:
Consideration of Approval of an Initial Master Plan for New Riverside Park, Parcel 6, for Beaufort County within the New Riverside Planned Unit Development and Concept Plan for a Passive Park that will Include an Open Air Picnic Shelter, Restrooms, Canoeing and Kayaking, Overnight Primitive Camp Sites, and Hiking and Biking Trails and Parking on Approximately 759.31 Acres Located West of New Riverside Road at the Terminus of the Holly Hill Road Right-of-Way – Kevin Icard, Planning and Community Development Manager
Icard gave an overview.  Icard stated that the applicant is requesting the approval of an Initial Master Plan for the New Riverside Park property consisting of 759.31 acres and located within the New Riverside Planned Unit Development.  
The undeveloped park property is bounded on the south by the New River including remnants of old rice fields; to the west by undeveloped Town of Bluffton property; on the north by existing and proposed residential development including Alston Park and the Retreat at the Haven; and to the east by undeveloped, forested lands owned by WalCam Land Group, LLC.  Access to the property is provided through a 100’ access and utility easement tying it to New Riverside Road.  This road is referred to as Holly Hill Road.  The Town of Bluffton’s New River Linear Trail bisects the western portion of the property.
The existing site consists of undeveloped forested property of which approximately 69% is protected and forested wetlands.  Access to high land is limited and, in many instances, will rely on a single point of access via a foot path.  The eastern portion of the site contains a number of ponds.  The western portion of the site fronts the New River and an old rice field providing opportunities for future blueway development as well as viewing and environmental/cultural interpretation.
The site is naturally re-vegetated with slash/loblolly pine and mixed oak forest, bottomland hardwoods and cypress/gum swamps.
The Planning Commission recommended approval of the Initial Master Plan for the New Riverside Passive Park to Town Council consisting of hiking trails, pavilion, restrooms, camping and parking, with the following condition:
1. Prior to issuance of a development permit, there must be an obligation to construct Holly Hill Road as a gravel road from New Riverside Road to the entrance of New Riverside Park with an 8’ multiuse trail running the entire length.
As background, the New Riverside Park property is referred to as Parcels 6B – Phase 1; 6B-Phase 2; SE Phase 1 & NW Phase 1 of the New Riverside PUD.  The property was originally approved for residential development and 16 dwelling units per acre for multi-family development. In 2006, 2008 and 2011 the various property parcels were acquired by the Beaufort County Rural and Critical Lands program to be utilized as a public passive use park.  In conjunction with the property acquisition, the County acquired 200 acres of business park development rights which are considered preserved as the county intends to develop the property as a low-impact, passive-use park allowing visitors to interact with nature while enjoying the unique natural beauty of the Lowcountry.
Phase one park development consists of a gated main entrance with an automatic timed gate and security camera, a small parking area (+/- 25 spaces), open air picnic shelter, composting restroom and trailhead. Approximately 4.45 miles of hiking/biking trails of varying surfaces and difficulty are planned. At the trailhead is an ADA accessible +/- .6-mile paved loop trail. The remainder of planned hiking and biking trails will be pervious and low impact. Kayaking and canoeing trails will also be available in the adjacent New River and its rice fields.

Future phases include two primitive camping areas that are accessed by water (the New River/rice fields) or through a controlled pack-in/pack-out approach. Camping will be limited to a small number of tents to be permitted and reserved through the County’s Passive Parks Manager or their assign. No water, sewer or electricity will be provided to serve these camping areas.    

Design and construction materials used in the park will meet or exceed the Town of Bluffton Zoning and Development Standards Ordinance (ZDSO) approved for the New Riverside Planning Area. Applicable site design standards shall be as set forth in the PUD and the Development Agreement. The applicant intends to responsibly develop, operate and maintain the park.

A phased master plan has been included, indicating the proposed sequencing of park development.

Park Management

Enforcement: The Beaufort County Sherriff’s office has jurisdiction in enforcing County code on County owned properties.  However, they coordinate with the municipal police departments for those County owned properties that occur within municipal boundaries.  The County’s Passive Parks Ordinance (2018/53) applies to this property and can be enforced by either the Sherriff or the Bluffton Police Department.
Emergency Services:  Access for emergency services is provided through the main entrance off New Riverside Drive. All trails and boardwalks will be suitable for an ATV to traverse within the park. The Bluffton Township Fire District will provide emergency response to the park.

Park Operations: Hours of park operation will be from dawn to dusk.  Permits will be available for limited overnight camping when that phase of development is implemented. Camping parameters will be determined based on future conversations with the Fire Marshall, Sheriff’s Office and Emergency Services. The park entrance will have a timed automatic gate, security camera and lighting; and removable (locked) bollards will be installed at trail heads. Events that exceed half the amount of parking spaces will not be permitted. The picnic pavilion will be available for rental for small gatherings. Events and pavilion rentals are subject to the County’s Facility Rental Policy and are approved by the County’s Passive Park Manager. 

Land Management: An initial timber thinning may occur during park development as recommended in the County’s Passive Park Silviculture Plan. Long-term vegetation management may include timber thinning, bush hogging, roller chopping, gyro tracking, mowing and/or herbicide application depending on the best management practice to accomplish the management objectives.  Invasive exotic plants will be controlled using standard mechanical or chemical methods as needed. Invasive exotic animals will be controlled through the hiring of a contractor to conduct trap and removal methods as needed. Where deemed to be appropriate, the SC Forestry Commission will be utilized to conduct prescribed burning to minimize wildfire hazards as needed. 

Communications: All communications between the County’s Passive Parks Manager (PPM) and the public occur on the County’s Passive Park Program website, through press releases and through social media. The PPM is available via phone or email Monday through Friday between the hours of 8 am and 5 pm.

Parking: The Town of Bluffton’s UDO does not specifically address parking requirements for passive-use public parks.  For the purposes of calculating parking, this submittal utilizes the UDO requirements for Recreation/Entertainment under Section 5, Table 5.11.3.C. which lists maximum parking required as “number of spaces shown to be necessary and reasonable by data submitted by the Applicant and as approved by the UDO Administrator.” BC ZDSO 90/3 – Section 5.2.1.1 – It is anticipated that the largest potential user of the park will be outdoor environmental classes, so the planned parking is based on an average class size of 20 students + 1 teacher and 4 parents, equaling 25 parking spaces.  Based on the recreation elements planned for the park, this amount of parking will be more than sufficient for normal daily use by the public. Of the proposed 25 parking spaces, one space is ADA van accessible
Stormwater Management
Stormwater drainage for the proposed access road into the park will include a curb and guttered paved extension for a portion of Holly Hill Road with a closed storm sewer system. This road profile will extend to the first curb cut providing access to Alston Park. The road will then transition to macadam with roadside swales to the next proposed curb cut which will provide access to the Heritage at New Riverside. The road then transitions in width and pavement surface to gravel as it nears the main parking lot and trailhead of the park. Roadside swales will convey the stormwater runoff for this portion of the access road. The park itself, will be designed to meet the Town of Bluffton Stormwater requirements, which exceed SCDHEC water quantity and quality regulations.
Utility Services

Utility services will be provided by the following:
1. Potable Water Distribution – Beaufort Jasper Water Sewer Authority
2. Wastewater Collection – Beaufort Jasper Water Sewer Authority
3. Power/Gas Supply and Service – Dominion Energy
4. Telecommunication Service – Hargray Communications
5. Fire protection – Bluffton Township Fire District 
Proposed Streets

The master plan for New Riverside Park relies on site access through development of Holly Hill Road within the existing 100’ acres and utility easement. This entry road can also serve adjacent planned residential development and as such, the County is pursuing cost-sharing with those communities.

Without consideration given to the new park and potential cost sharing opportunities, if the second phase of Alston Park is constructed, they would be responsible for improving Holly Hill Road to the southernmost curb cut location at a minimum. 

The existing constructed phase of Alston Park provides an undeveloped street stub out to the future Holly Hill Road. 

In addition, an 8’ paved multi-use trail will be co-located in this 100’ access easement adjacent to Holly Hill Road providing a pedestrian and bicycle connection to the New Riverside Road trail network.  A new low-impact, pervious trail linking the Town’s linear trail to the Park is planned.

Traffic Assessment

The New Riverside Master Developer commissioned a traffic impact study for the New Riverside development in its entirety. Within that study, this parcel (6B) was designated as residential development with a single-family maximum density of 8 dwelling units per acre and/or a multi-family density of 16 dwelling units per acre. Given the proposed low impact land uses of the park, the proposed access point into the property is consistent with the previously evaluated location. Additionally, the average daily trips generated by the park are anticipated to have fewer impacts than previous traffic projections associated with residential development.  
Access to the site will be provided through a driveway connection on the outside of the curve at New Riverside Drive. A median crossover already exists opposite the platted and recently cleared Holly Hill Road right of way. The roadway will be extended from New Riverside Drive inside the right-of-way into the County Park property.
Hamilton made a motion to approve the Initial Master Plan for the New Riverside Park with the following condition:
1. Prior to issuance of a development permit, there must be an obligation to construct Holly Hill Road as a gravel road from New Riverside Road to the entrance of New Riverside Park with an 8’ multiuse trail running the entire length.
Frazier seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.
Consideration of Approval of an Amendment to the Master Plan for Property Referred to as Cypress Ridge with the Joes Estate Planned Unit Development for Additional Roads and Service Lanes to the Commercial Village for Future Development of 44 Attached Residential Units on Approximately 1412 Acres Located on SC Highway 170 – Kevin Icard, Planning and Community Development Manager
Icard gave an overview and stated that the applicant Thomas and Hutton, with authorization of the property owner, D.R. Horton, is requesting approval for an amendment to the Master Plan for Cypress Ridge located in the Jones Estate Planned Unit Development (PUD).  More specifically, the amendment includes moving the forty-four residential units that currently front Oak Barrel Blvd. on the southern side of Blakers Blvd. to the northern side of Blakers Blvd. and constructing the necessary roads and service lanes to support the residential units and future commercial village area of Mill Creek.  In response to recently discovered graves (3) adjacent to a previously known cemetery, the master plan has been updated to remove a portion of commercially designated property and replace it with an open space designation.
The Cypress Ridge Master Plan is part of the Jones Estate PUD Concept Plan.  It consists of approximately 1,142 acres with a total allowed 1844 dwelling units.  The property is located just west of Highway 170 and north of Highway 46. The original Cypress Ridge PUD – Master Plan was approved by the Town of Bluffton Town Council on June 21, 2000. It was amended by Town council on April 13, 2005 for a dwelling unit transfer to increase the allowed dwelling units.  In 2015, D.R. Horton received approval to remove the proposed golf course, while adding larger lagoons and a linear park system to the development.
Pursuant to the Amendment to the Development Agreement and Concept Plan for the Jones Estate dated July 20,2005, Section 6, a discretionary transfer of density was made to the Mill Creek planning area of which at least 44 units must be developed within the commercial village.  As part of the intent to develop the 44 attached residential units, roadway and lane connections are proposed to support them.
The intent of the Cypress Ridge PUD- Master Plan was to create a community that recognizes the basic character of the Lowcountry and the quality of life that makes Beaufort County both unique and appealing.  The Mill Creek Village design was proposed to implement a lifestyle ideal that promulgates the ability to live, work, shop, and play in one location.  The design created a mix of residential land use types that are livable with pedestrian access to amenities, open space and leisure activities.  The heart of the community is to be located at the commercial village.  It will serve the needs of the community and those living within proximity to the intersection of highway 170 and Gibbet Road.
Planning Commission recommended approval of the Master Plan Amendment for the Cypress Ridge Master Plan to re-locate 44 residential units that currently front Oak Barrell Blvd. on the southern side of Blakers Blvd. to the northern side of Blakers Blvd. and to remove the commercial designation from an area of recently discovered gravesites adjacent to the designed cemetery, with the following conditions:  
1. To allow for pedestrian connectivity, development plans must show
a. Sidewalks on both sides of Blakers Blvd. and the “center street” that provides primary access to the new homes; and 
b. Require the construction of a sidewalk along the front of the homes that front the new street that provides access to the commercial property and connects between Mill Creek Blvd. and Dillard Ln.
2. The transfer of Development Rights for Commercial Development from D.R. Horton to Magnolia Residential Investors, LLC is not allowed.
Town Staff finds that the requirements of Section 3.9.3 of the Unified Development Ordinance can be met with the following conditions and recommends that Town Council approve the Cypress Ridge Master Plan Amendment.
Council was in consensus to table the Consideration of Approval of an Amendment to the Master Plan for Property Referred to as Cypress Ridge with the Jones Estate Planned Unit Development for Additional Roads and Service Lanes to the Commercial Village for Future Development of 44 Attached Residential Units on Approximately 1412 Acres Located on SC  Highway 170 until a tree topographic survey is completed and staff has reviewed  the information to insure all trees that can be saved are kept before approving.
Consideration of an Ordinance Amending the Town of Bluffton FY 2020 Budget to Provide for the Expenditures of Certain Funds and to Allocate Sources of Revenue for Said Funds – Final Reading – Chris Forster, Director of Finance and Administration
Forster gave an overview.  Forster stated that this Budget Amendment includes an increase to the General Fund budget by $193,820 to reflect the $51,500 South Carolina Department of Public Safety grant award for traffic enforcement, the $89,440 Emergency Recovery costs for the impact of Hurricane Dorian, the $80,230 for the addendum to the Beaufort county School District contract for an additional school resource officer for the FY2019-2020 school year and Cartegraph annual software usage fee ($24,150).
· As part of the South Carolina Department of Public Safety program, the Town of Bluffton was awarded an unbudgeted $51,500 grant for traffic enforcement.
· During the Hurricane Dorian event in September 2019, the Town of Bluffton incurred $89,440 of Emergency Police and Emergency Operations Center expenditures.  These expenditures are to be funded from the General Fund Emergency Recovery Fund Balance.
· The Town of Bluffton received a request from the Beaufort County School District for additional school resource officers for the FY2019-2020 school year.  Per contract, the Beaufort County School District will fund 75% of the total cost of this position ($60,170) and the town will provide the remaining $20,060 to be funded from the additional grant funds listed above. 
· A portion of the annual software usage fee ($24,150) for the Public Works and Watershed Management Cartegraph software was not included in the FY2020 budget.
Capital Improvements Program Fund (CIP) – A revision to the funding source of $350,000 for the Wright Family Park project and $365,558 for three sewer projects, as well as a scope change to the Buckwalter Place Multi-County Commerce Park project will include an accessible playground ($200,000).
· The Town of Bluffton received a $350,000 award from Beaufort County Council from its 3% Local Accommodations Tax Fund for the construction of the passive park. This award will replace the original Hospitality Tax funding source for this project and allow these funds to be used for additional projects.
· The Town of Bluffton received a $365,558 federal grant award EQ-0-263 from the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (SCDHEC) for sewer connection in the Posey’s Court, Pritchard Street and Bridge Street project areas.  As the town continues to implement the May River Watershed Action Plan to eliminate and mitigate fecal coliform sources in the May River Watershed, the ultimate outcome of the multi-year, multi-phased sewer connection project is to eliminate all septic systems in the Town of Bluffton’s jurisdiction.  This award will replace the original Stormwater Utility Tax funding source for these projects and allow the funds to be used for additional projects.
· The park located at Buckwalter will include the town’s first accessible playground.  The cost of this addition is $200,000 and the funding source will be Hospitality Tax made available from the Wright Family Park project.
Stormwater Utility Fund (SWU) – the decrease to the Stormwater Utility fund budget of $365,558 to recognize the SCDHEC award received for sewer connection projects.
Hamilton made a motion to approve the Second and Final Reading of an Ordinance Amending the Town of Bluffton Fiscal Year 2020 Budget to Provide for the Expenditure. Frazier seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.
Consideration of an Ordinance Amending Chapter 26 of the Town Code, Traffic and Motor Vehicles for the Purpose of Adding Rules for Public Parking Facility – Bryan McIlwee, Director of Engineering
McIlwee stated that the ordinance, if adopted will accomplish the following objective: 
· Amend Chapter 26 of the Town of Bluffton Code of Ordinances.  The amendment directed by the Ordinance will result in a consolidated, codified source of rules for all Town of Bluffton owned and/or operated public parking facilities.
Consolidating and codifying rules for all Town of Bluffton owned and/or operated public parking facilities.
a. Parking is regulated to some extend through various provisions in the Town of Bluffton Code of Ordinances, primarily Chapter 26 – Traffic and Motor Vehicles.
b. The form of approval used by Town Council in the establishment of rules specific to public use of Town owned/operated public parking lots has not been established.  The existing rules pertain to parking on streets, public ways, or other public property.
The following rules are reflected in the amendments being proposed in the Ordinance:
Purpose. In order to further community preservation and to protect the health, safety and welfare of the citizens and visitors of the Town of Bluffton, these parking regulations are intended to provide a just and equitable method for regulating and enforcing off-street parking in publicly owned and operated parking facilities.
Definitions.  The following terms shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them for the purposed of this Section.  Whenever any terms used herein are not defined but are defined by Title 56 of the South Carolina Code, such definitions shall be deemed incorporated herein and shall apply unless context clearly indicated otherwise.
1. “Public Parking Facility” shall mean any off-street facility owned, leased, or maintained by the Town and held open for use by the public for the parking of vehicles whether a fee is charged for the privilege to park.
2. “Town” shall mean the Town of Bluffton, South Carolina. 
Parking Restrictions.
1. It shall be unlawful for any person to park any vehicle on any Public Parking Facility except within those areas of the Public Parking Facility designated and marked for the parking of vehicles.  Any vehicle parked within a Public Parking Facility shall be parked entirely within the markings designating one parking space; shall be parked facing the direction of such markings and/or signs within the Public Parking Facility; and, in the case of diagonal parking, shall be parked so that the rear of the vehicle is nearest the drive aisles or entry to such parking area.
2. It shall be unlawful for any person to park or leave on any Public Parking Facility any detached trailer or semitrailer, recreational vehicles, campers, motor homes or mobile billboards without authorization from the Town of Bluffton Police Department.
3. No person who owns or has possession, custody or control of any vehicle, shall park or allow to be parked such vehicle upon any Public Parking Facility for a period of twenty-four or more consecutive hours without express permission from the Town Manager of designee.  For purposes of this section, the vehicle shall be considered to have remained parked unless, during any twenty-four-hour period, said vehicle has been moved, at least one hundred feet from the position it previously occupied, or the odometer on said vehicle exhibits a change of at least one-tenth of one mile.
Owner Responsibility. For the purposes of this Section, ownership of an illegally parked vehicle shall constitute prima facie evidence that the registered owner parked the vehicle and/or that the illegally parked vehicle was so parked with the knowledge and consent of the registered owner.
Removal of the Vehicle. In addition to any penalties of the Section or the Town Code, the Town of Bluffton Police Department, after making reasonable effort to notify the owner of a vehicle or object which is in violation of this Section, may remove or cause to be removed the vehicle or the object at the owner of the vehicle or object’s sole expense.
Wood made a motion to adopt the first reading of the proposed Ordinance Amending Chapters 26, Article III, of the Town of Bluffton Code of Ordinances by adding Section 26-96 to Establish a Consolidated, Codified Source of Rules for all Town of Bluffton Owned and/or Operated Public Parking Facilities. Hamilton seconded.  The motion carried unanimously. 
Consideration of a Resolution to Establish the Law Enforcement Citizens Advisory Committee – Chris Chapmond, Chief of Police
Chief Chapmond stated that on October 8, 2019, Town Council workshopped the establishment of a Law Enforcement Citizens Advisory Committee.  At the Workshop, Staff received general direction from Town Council to proceed with bringing forward a formal Resolution to establish such a committee.  The Resolution presented is a formal mechanism to establish a Law Enforcement Citizens Advisory Committee which is consistent with direction provided at the October 8, 2019 Workshop.
On July 12, 2019, The Town Council of the Town of Bluffton adopted the Bluffton Police Department Strategic Plan, 2019-2022.  In this plan, Goal 2 – Policy and Oversight is supported by an action item to “Establish a Citizen Advisory Committee to provide perspectives in various areas.”  Adoption of the Resolution will support this action item.
The proposed Law Enforcement Citizens Advisory Committee will accomplish the following:
Purpose.  The Committee is tasked with serving as an advisory board to the Bluffton Police Department and Town Council by bringing to their attention the feedback of the community about public safety concerns. Further, the Committee is devoted to facilitating the free flow of ideas and discussions to improve the safety of all citizens and visitors.
Mission. To interact with community-based organizations that provide services within the Town of Bluffton; support various groups in the Town of Bluffton to ensure a coordinated effort for public safety between all parties; and provide a forum for residents to share comments, issues or concerns regarding law enforcement services.
Scope of Authority.  Advisory only to Town Council and the Bluffton Police Department.
Responsibilities.  The Committee shall assist and participate in discussions with Town Council and the Bluffton Police Department on matters related to the following:
· Community feedback regarding police services;
· Filter community needs regarding public safety to the Town Council and Bluffton Police Department;
· Participate in after action review of critical incidents involving citizens and visitors;
· Participate in community events offered by the Bluffton Police Department;
· Facilitate conversation with community members related to policy, procedures and best practices; and
· Participate in public education on law enforcement matters and community disaster preparedness responsibilities.
Membership and Officer Responsibilities. 
· Appointment: The Committee shall consist of a minimum of five (5) members and a maximum of twelve (12) members appointed by Town Council for staggered terms in accordance with the Code of Ordinances for the Town of Bluffton, Chapter 3. Members shall be appointed in a manner to represent a cross-section of the Bluffton community at large, to include two (2) local business owners.  Members shall live within the boundaries of the Town of Bluffton Growth Framework Map.  Committee members shall serve without compensation. No member of the Committee shall hold any other public office or elected position within Beaufort County or its municipalities.
· Officers: The Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary shall be elected annually by a majority vote of members present and qualified to vote.
Wood made a motion to approve the Resolution Establishing the Town of Bluffton Law Enforcement Citizens Advisory Committee, as presented.  Hamilton seconded.  The motion carried unanimously. 
Consent Agenda: 
1. Monthly Department Reports:  Police, Finance/Administration, Engineering, Don Ryan Center for Innovation, and Growth Management
2. Town Manager’s Monthly Report
3. Consideration of Proposed Outdoor Lighting Agreement with Palmetto Cooperative Relating to the Town Park at Buckwalter Place- Bryan McIlwee, Director of Engineering

Hamilton made a motion to accept the consent agenda as presented.  Wood seconded.  The motion carried unanimously.

Public Comment Related to Non-Agenda Items:

Dallas Hutcheson, 9 Basswood Court, Bluffton – Stated that Bluffton citizens want Bluffton’s quality of life preserved; stated that trees and buffers should be maintained and asked Town Council if we can combat the old PUD agreements to prevent making Bluffton an “asphalt jungle”; requested that old agreements should be amended from short sidedness from past administrators.

Denise Nadeua, 63 Lakes Crossing, Bluffton – Stated that she previously lived in Murrells Inlet, SC  and experienced rapid growth and development; would like to insure that builders and developers in Bluffton adhere to ordinances and restrictions; stated that Bluffton needs more infrastructure such as police, ballparks and open parks; stated that the retail businesses are beginning to close and that there will be a shortage of retail jobs in the area due to online shopping.

Mike Williams, 84 Fording Island Court, Bluffton – Referenced Dr. Eric Montie’s presentation at the December Town Council Meeting and if the Town of Bluffton will “heed his warning”; stated that septic to sewer should be the Town’s priority and urgency because the May River is in the worst condition it has ever been in; requested that the Town make an action plan to change all septic systems to sewer and meet with builders to let them know that the “Town of Bluffton intends to practice green”; stated that development agreements should be reconsidered and should benefit all residents and not just the builders and developers.

Ford Barthalow, 9 Dutch House Circle, Bluffton – Stated that the Town of Bluffton needs to install permeable surfaces rather than hardscapes; stated that the UDO and Comprehensive Plan need to be amended and that there seems to be little sense of urgency.

Adjournment:

Hamilton made a motion to adjourn.  Wood seconded. The meeting adjourned at 7:39 p.m.
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__________________________	       			______________________________
Larry Toomer, Mayor Pro Tem				Kimberly Chapman, Town Clerk
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