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Beaufort County, South Carolina, Code of Ordinances >> PART II - BUILDING AND LAND 
DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCES >> Chapter 106 - ZONING AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS >> 
ARTICLE XVI. - RURAL AND CRITICAL LANDS PRESERVATION >> DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY >> 

DIVISION 1. - GENERALLY

Sec. 106-3261. - Title.
Sec. 106-3262. - Declaration of purpose.
Sec. 106-3263. - Findings.
Sec. 106-3264. - Definitions.
Secs. 106-3265—106-3290. - Reserved.

 

Sec. 106-3261. - Title.

This article shall be known as the Rural and Critical Lands Preservation Ordinance. 

(Ord. No. 2006/2, 1-9-2006) 

Sec. 106-3262. - Declaration of purpose.

It is the purpose of this article to: 

Provide a means by which rural and critical lands may be protected and enhanced as economic 
and environmental resources of major importance; 
Encourage landowners to make a voluntary longterm commitment to rural and critical land 
protection by offering landowners financial incentives and security of land use; 
Preserve open space and protect critical and natural resources;
Leverage state, federal, local, and private conservation efforts and development rights purchase 
funds and protect the investment of taxpayers in purchased and donated conservation 
easements; 
Provide a means whereby rural landowners can maintain and preserve the rural character of 
their land through land conservation;
Provide compensation to landowners in exchange for their relinquishment of the right to develop 
their private property;
Reduce and defer the need for major urban infrastructure improvements in the rural areas of the 
county and the expenditure of public funds for such improvements through land conservation; 
Provide for the purchase of fee simple interests in lands deemed critical to provide for the 
protection of the natural resources, historic and cultural significance, regional or local passive 
recreation potential, viewscapes or lands suitable for public use; and 
Provide for purchase of fee simple interest in lands threatened by development, which if it occurs 
will have detrimental effects on land use patterns, traffic, stormwater runoff, water quality or other 
conservation objectives. 

(Ord. No. 2006/2, 1-9-2006) 

Sec. 106-3263. - Findings.

For the purposes of this article, the county council finds as follows: 

Rural and critical lands in many parts of the county are under significant development pressure 
from expanding urban areas;
This urban pressure takes the form of scattered development in wide belts around urban areas, 
and brings conflicting land uses into juxtaposition, creates high costs for public services, and 
stimulates land speculation; 
Many of the rural and critical lands in the county are in jeopardy of being lost due to these 
activities;
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These rural and critical lands constitute unique and irreplaceable land resources of countywide 
importance;
There are additional critical lands which are also valued natural and ecological resources which 
provide open space for wildlife habitat, clean air, clean water, groundwater recharge, and 
protection of cultural resources; 
It is the declared policy of the county to provide a voluntary program to acquire or otherwise 
permanently protect rural lands and other lands containing critical natural, cultural and historic 
resources; 
It is the policy of the county that rural and critical lands are valued natural and ecological 
resources which provide certain needed open space for wildlife habitat, clean air, clean water, 
groundwater recharge, and protection of historic and cultural resources; and 
It is the policy of the county to provide opportunities, through acquisition of development rights or 
conservation easements, to offer opportunities to landowners to protect agricultural lands so that 
they may continue to farm the land, as well as to acquire such rights to protect other parcels 
where the landowner wishes to retain an ownership interest. 

(Ord. No. 2006/2, 1-9-2006) 

Sec. 106-3264. - Definitions.

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this article, shall have the meanings ascribed to 
them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

Conservation easement means a nonpossessory interest in land, the terms of which restrict or prevent 
development or improvement of the land. 

Critical lands means any lots, tracts, parcels or areas within the county that possess unique, significant, 
or important characteristics as may be identified by the Beaufort Council Rural and Critical Lands Preservation 
Board and subject to final approval by the county council. Unique, significant, or important characteristics 
include but are not limited to protection of cultural and historic resources and sites, the potential for medium to 
high density development, the ability to use the land for walking or cycling trails, the ability to use the land for 
public access to waterways, the ability of the land to be used for the preservation of public views of waterways 
or other scenic vistas, the quality of the land for purposes of a wildlife sanctuary, or such other and further 
characteristics which may be used to further the goals of the council. 

Development right means the right to legally develop or subdivide property under current county codes 
and ordinances. The term includes but is not limited to the right to develop property for any commercial, 
industrial or residential use except as expressly permitted by this article and as further defined by article VIII of 
chapter 106 pertaining to zoning and development standards, as adopted and amended by the county council. 

Landowner means the record owner(s) of the land or the authorized contract purchaser of the land. 

Rural land means those areas that are zoned for agricultural or farming uses, or which are being used, 
or which have the ability to be used, for such purposes. 

(Ord. No. 2006/2, 1-9-2006) 
Cross reference— Definitions generally, § 1-2. 

Secs. 106-3265—106-3290. - Reserved.

 


