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Recommendation 6-4: Scenic Highways and Byways 
Beaufort County should preserve and enhance the scenic qualities of its 
highways and byways by pursuing the following strategies: 

§ Expand the application of the corridor overlay district standards and 
the purview of the Corridor Review Boards to apply to road 
widenings, median landscaping, and other alterations within the 
highway right-of-way that impact the aesthetic qualities of the 
highway. 

§ Modify corridor overlay district standards to better protect and 
enhance rural scenic qualities. 

§ Pursue state scenic byway designation for River Road, Martin Luther 
King Jr. Drive/Lands End Road, and other roads that qualify for this 
designation. 

§ Work with the Town of Bluffton’s efforts to preserve and enhance 
the scenic qualities of May River Road (SC 46). 

§ Create a local scenic highway designation to preserve minor 
collectors and local roads with tree canopies and other scenic 
qualities. 
§ Inventory the County’s remaining canopy roads. 
§ Create a management plan for local scenic highways that includes 

design and tree protection standards along with cooperation with 
SCDOT and utility companies. 
§ Promote public awareness and outreach by creating an 

interpretive brochure that maps and describes state and local 
scenic highways. 

Recommendation 6-5: Maritime Heritage – Working 
Waterfronts 
Beaufort County should protect and enhance the local seafood industry 
by proactively working to preserve existing working waterfronts and 
allowing for the expansion of commercial fishing operations where 
appropriate. 

§ Beaufort County should work with OCRM and SCDHEC to form a 
Commercial Seafood Advisory Committee made up of 
representatives of the local seafood industry, dock owners, seafood 
distributors, along with representatives of local governments and SC 
Sea Grant to continually monitor the status of Beaufort County’s 
local seafood industry. 

§ Consider the use of the Rural and Critical Land Preservation 
Program to protect working waterfronts from development 
pressures by purchasing development rights; or, where deemed 
appropriate, consider the acquisition of working waterfronts with a 

The Town of Bluffton seeks Federal 
Scenic Highway designation for May River 

Road (SC 46).
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long-term lease arrangement to continue active private operation of 
the waterfront. 

§ Explore the feasibility of using County waterfront property to 
support the seafood industry by allowing the location of private 
seafood processing facilities and other supporting facilities.  This 
should only be considered where sufficient land is available and 
where such activities would not interfere with public access to the 
water. 

§ Consider future expansions of the Commercial Fishing Village 
Overlay District to accommodate any new commercial fishing 
operations and supporting facilities. 

Recommendation 6-6: Maritime Heritage – Recreational 
Boating and Fishing 
Beaufort County should enhance its boat landings to serve the diverse 
needs of recreational boaters and fishermen and commercial fishermen. 

§ Beaufort County staff should conduct in-depth surveys to determine 
who uses the boat landings; which landings are receiving the 
greatest use; when are the peak demands for boat landing usage; 
and what are the landings being used for. 

§ Where sufficient land is available, County staff should make it a 
priority to enlarge and enhance existing boat landings before 
considering the creation of new boat landings. 

§ County staff should promote increased security at boat landings by 
installing better lighting and exploring the feasibility of installing 
security cameras. 

§ County staff and the Trust for Public Lands should work with the 
US Naval Hospital and surrounding property owners to secure 
permanent unrestricted access to the Fort Frederick Boat Landing. 

Recommendation 6-7: Maritime Heritage – On-shore 
Fishing 
Beaufort County should increase opportunities for on-shore fishing on 
marshfront and waterfront properties owned by the County or other 
public entities. 

§ Where sufficient land is available, Beaufort County should provide 
fishing piers, crabbing docks, and sea-walls at County boat landings 
and on other properties with water access potential (Lemon Island, 
Camp St Mary’s, Altamaha, Fort Fremont, etc.). 

§ Adequate separation of shore-based fishing facilities and boat ramps 
should be maintained to avoid potential conflicts between users. 

On-shore fishing on the Broad River 
Fishing Pier.
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Recommendation 6-8:  Maritime Heritage – Small 
Watercraft 
Beaufort County should provide more launch areas for small non- 
motorized (kayaks and canoes) in locations consistent with the Beaufort 
County Trails and Blueway Master Plan. 

Recommendation 6-9:  Maritime Heritage - Funding 
Beaufort County should pursue alternative funding sources for water 
access facilities. 

§ The County should seek state and federal funding sources such as 
OCRM Coastal Access Grants and the DNR Water Recreational 
Resource Fund. 

§ Beaufort County should explore the feasibility of a user fee at 
County boat landings to fund new water access facilities. 

Recommendation 6-10: Agricultural Heritage – 
Regulatory Framework 
The County should assess its rural land use regulations and make 
adjustments to provide incentives to cluster new development in rural 
areas, and permit active agriculture on land set aside as open space in 
rural cluster developments. 

Recommendation 6-11:  Agricultural Heritage – Rural 
and Critical Lands Preservation Program 
Beaufort County should continue to use the Rural and Critical Lands 
Preservation Program to promote active agriculture and the 
preservation of agricultural lands: 

§ Continue to target the purchase of development rights on active 
agricultural lands. 

§ Where suitable, consider the lease of County owned properties to 
those who are interested and actively farming the land. 
§ Target family farms and small growers. 
§ Promote sustainable agricultural practices (crop diversity, low use 

of pesticides, protection of soil quality, cover crops, etc.). 
§ Make active agriculture a condition of the lease. 

Recommendation 6-12:  Agricultural Heritage – Markets 
Beaufort County should support local marketing initiatives designed to 
increase the profitability of small-scale farming by lining up local growers 
with consumers.  These include the following: 

Farmland on Pinckney Colony Road 
preserved by conservation easement by 
the Rural and Critical Lands Preservation 

Program.
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§ Encourage, support and monitor the success of the Small Farmer 

Wholesale Auction Market. 

§ Work with the municipalities to provide support for a market 
manager for the local farmers market. 

Recommendation 6-13:  Agricultural Heritage – Local 
Foods 
Beaufort County should encourage the use of locally grown produce by 
adopting a local food purchasing program. 

§ Enact a policy that requires, where feasible, the County purchase 
and serve local produce (grown and processed within 100 miles of 
Beaufort County) at the detention center and other County 
facilities where food is served. 

§ Beaufort County staff should work with Clemson Extension to 
research and create a web site with information on locally grown 
produce and retail establishments and restaurants serving locally 
grown produce.  The web site should promote organizations that 
advocate local foods such as Lowcountry Local First and Fresh on 
the Menu. 

§ Create a coalition consisting of Beaufort County, the Rural and 
Critical Lands Preservation Program, Penn Center, the Coastal 
Conservation League and local growers to advocate for local 
agriculture and identify policies, programs and actions to further 
local agriculture. Issues to be addressed by the coalition include: 
§ Encouraging the Beaufort County School District to serve locally 

grown produce at its cafeterias. 
§ Working with local farmers to make available grade 2 and 3 

produce to the food bank. 

Recommendation 6-14:  Military Heritage 
Beaufort County should recognize that the presence of the military is a 
vital component to the County’s history, culture, and economy.  The 
following actions are recommended: 

§ Continue to enforce standards within the AICUZ contours that 
discourage development that would adversely affect the mission of 
the US Marine Corps Air Station. 

§ Continue to partner with the US Marine Corps to preserve open 
space around MCAS to protect the facility from undesirable 
encroachment.  This partnering expands the County’s efforts to 
preserve rural and critical land while ensuring the ability of the 
MCAS to remain militarily viable and vital to the national defense. 

§ Adopt a transfer of development rights (TDR) program to 
compensate affected property owners within the Airport Overlay 

Ribbon cutting ceremony for the Small 
Farmer Wholesale Auction Market in 

Ridgeland, SC.
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District (AOD) and continue encroachment partnering acquisition 
efforts in the vicinity of the Air Station. 

§ Support the Greater Beaufort Chamber of Commerce’s Military 
Affairs Committee’s efforts to promote and lobby for the retention 
and expansion of the military installations in Beaufort County 

Recommendation 6-15:  Gullah Culture 
Beaufort County should recognize the importance of its local Gullah 
Community by adopting policies that preserve and promote this unique 
cultural heritage.  The following actions are recommended: 
§ Continue to recognize the importance of land use policies such as 

low-density rural zoning and family compounds in preserving and 
enhancing the traditional land use patterns associated with the 
Gullah community. 

§ Conduct an assessment of buildings, archaeological sites, 
traditionally used roads, waterways, water access points, fishing 
areas, burial sites, and sacred grounds associated with the Gullah 
community.  This would involve working with community members 
in order to access the historical and cultural resources that need 
protection, restoration, and/or maintenance; and seeking funding to 
preserve these resources in a way that allows the community to be 
stakeholders in the process.  Rural and Critical Lands Preservation 
Program is a possible vehicle to preserve some of these sites. 

§ Promote educational outreach to the public in order to foster 
better stewardship of Beaufort County’s cultural and environmental 
resources. 

§ Promote a safe pedestrian environment in the Corners Community 
and other gathering places on St. Helena Island that serve the Gullah 
community. 

§ Promote alternative means of transportation, such as transit, 
pathways, and ferry service to make jobs and services more 
accessible to the Gullah community. 

§ County Planning staff should continue to enforce the Cultural 
Preservation Overlay on St. Helena Island.  Determine if additional 
policies and regulations are needed for the overlay to better 
implement its purpose. 

§ Support existing organizations that promote cultural resource 
protection such as the South Carolina Coastal Community 
Development Corporation, the Gullah/Geechee Sea Island 
Coalition, the Cultural Protection Overlay District Committee, the 
Lowcountry Alliance, and Penn Center. 

§ Support the National Park Service and the Gullah/Geechee Cultural 
Heritage Corridor Commission in their developing and 
implementing a management plan for the Heritage Corridor. 

§ County and Zoning staff should develop a brochure designed to 
assist small rural landowners understand how to subdivide and
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