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HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

COMMISSION 

STAFF REPORT 
Department of Growth Management 
 

 

MEETING DATE: March 2, 2016 

PROJECT: 55 Calhoun Street – Vent/Exhaust 

APPLICANT: Earl Nightingale 

PROJECT MANAGER: Erin Schumacher, AICP, Senior Planner   

 

APPLICATION REQUEST:  The Applicant, Earl Nightingale, requests that the Historic 

Preservation Commission approve the following application: 

 

1. SFHD-12-15-8521.  A request by Earl Nightingale, for the approval of a Site 

Feature Permit-HD to add an exhaust vent concealed to appear like a chimney 

at the north elevation of the existing structure located on the property identified 

as 55 Calhoun Street in the Old Town Historic District and zoned Neighborhood 

Center-HD. 

 

INTRODUCTION: Section 3.19 of the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) 

authorizes Staff to review and approve Site Feature proposals, provided the 

application is in conformance with Article 5 and the intent is to preserve the outward 

appearance of a building or structure while allowing for exterior non-structural work of 

a minor nature.  While Site Features are typically reviewed and approved at Staff 

level, the proposed exterior work on the principle façade requires a determination 

from the Historic Preservation Commission (HPC).   

 

The Applicant previously submitted a Site Feature-HD permit in December to construct 

the exhaust fan/enclosure at the rear side of the building (east elevation).    At that 

time, the application was approved by Town Staff as submitted because it met the 

requirements of the UDO and was located on a secondary façade.  The current request 

is to locate the exhaust vent/enclosure at the North elevation along Lawrence Street 

which is a principle façade and adjacent to a right-of-way, Town Staff is requesting a 

determination from the HPC on the appropriateness of the location and design 

solution.  

 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION ACTIONS:  As granted by the powers and 

duties set forth in Section 2.2.6.E.2, the Historic Preservation Commission has the 

authority to take the following actions with respect to this application: 

 

1. Approve the application as submitted by the Applicant; 
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2. Approve the application with conditions; or 

3. Deny the application as submitted by the applicant. 

 

REVIEW CRITERIA & ANALYSIS:  Town Staff are required to consider the criteria set 

forth in Section 3.19.3 of the Unified Development Ordinance in assessing an 

application for a Site Feature – Historic District (HD).  These criteria are provided 

below followed by a Staff Finding(s) based upon review of the application submittals to 

date. 

 

1. Section 3.19.3.A.  The application must be in conformance with applicable 

provisions provided in Article 5, Design Standards. 

 

Finding.  As proposed, the exhaust vent is designed to appear similar to a 

chimney and is proposed to be clad in a material similar to the roof material. 

While Article 5 does not specifically address vents or hood systems, it does 

allow Traditional Construction Patterns to be referenced for additional 

information. Per Section 93, Roof Penetrations, roof penetrations on sloped 

roofs shall not be permited where visible from rights-of-way and that all roof 

penetrations should match the color of the roof.  Further, the text states that 

creative methods should be used to conceal roof clutter and notes the use of a 

chimney form as an appropriate method of concealment.  

 

1. Section 3.19.3.B.  The application must comply with applicable requirements in 

the Applications Manual. 

 

Finding.  The application has been reviewed by Town Staff and has been 

determined to be complete, meeting all requirements of the Applications 

Manual.   

 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:  The Town Staff requests a determination from HPC 

regarding the appropriateness of the proposed exhaust vent and enclosure located on 

the north elevation of the existing structure. 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Location Map 

2. Zoning Map 

3. Applicant Narrative 

4. Plans 

5. Previous Approval  
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                  EARL NIGHTINGALE 

     President 

     H 2 R 2 Solutions, Inc. 

       

Dear Historic Review Board: 

Please accept the following documents as a request to alter the approved hood vent installation at 55 Calhoun 

Street Project “The Pearl”. 

We are requesting a change to our hood vent installation from the rear of the building to the north side center 

building. At the direction of the building code compliance officer we were required to submit an ASHRE load 

calculation to accompany the hood & vent installation. We retained Howell Chase to do the engineering ASHRE 

report which indicate we will need an addition 5,000 pounds of air conditioning to accommodate the hood and 

radiant heat. After reviewing the report we were advised the 24 foot heat vent duct work to extend to vent to the 

back of the building through the kitchen ceiling to comply with the historical district new hood installation code 

Number ??, that this extensive interior exposed hood is contributing to the radiant heat in the kitchen. A more 

efficient system of a direct exhaust straight above the hood would reduce the interior heat and reduce the required 

HVAC. 

We are formally requesting the hood vent be installed on the north side of the building with a decorative chimney 

surround thus enhancing our internal heat issues and maintaining a historic look and feel to the installation and 

appearance of the building.  

We have submitted all the appropriate drawing and photos to assist you in this decision and appreciate your 

response and consideration of our request. 

Sincerely, 

Earl Nightingale 

 

16 CHINA COCKLE WAY HILTON HEAD ISLAND SOUTH CAROLINA  29926 

earlnightingale@hotmail.com 847.815.8204 
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